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PROJECT DETAILS


	Sandwell Council on behalf of the Safer Sandwell Partnership are inviting local Faith, Voluntary and Community Sector organisations (Definition here) to apply for a microgrant of £975 to deliver activities/events that bring together residents from different backgrounds.  

For further information and/or to submit completed application form, please email: community_safetyteam@sandwell.gov.uk

The closing date is 3pm on Wednesday 23rd September 


	PROJECT DESCRIPTION

	
Four grants of up to £975 are available to support community-led activities that bring residents together, strengthen relationships between communities and promote community cohesion across Sandwell.

Example activities might include:

· Facilitated community conversations or discussion events
· Interfaith or intercultural engagement activities
· Shared community events, meals or celebrations
· Intergenerational activities
· Arts, cultural or storytelling projects
· Community exhibitions or performances
· Youth-led engagement projects
· Community media or digital storytelling initiatives


Applications from organisations working within West Bromwich, Oldbury, Smethwick and Rowley Regis are particularly welcomed.

Applications that demonstrate partnership working or collaboration between organisations are encouraged.

Projects must demonstrate how they will bring together people from different backgrounds and contribute to community cohesion.






	DELIVERY PERIOD 

	
Projects must be delivered between October 2026 and March 2027.






	FUNDING

	
The maximum grant available is £975 per organisation.

Funding is available through the Common Ground Funding distributed by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government managed by Sandwell Council. 
Payment of the grant can be made in advance of delivery. 
Funding cannot be used for:
· Political activity or campaigning.
· Religious worship activities without wider community benefit.
· Retrospective costs or activities already delivered.
· General organisational overheads or ongoing core costs.
· Projects that do not clearly contribute to community cohesion.





	PROJECT AIMS 

	
The aims of the project are to:

•	Strengthen relationships between residents from different backgrounds
•	Promote mutual understanding, respect, and inclusion
•	Increase participation in community-led activity
•	Support the development of connected and cohesive communities










	PROJECT OUTCOMES

	
1)	Local people feel safe, welcomed and comfortable engaging with people from different backgrounds.

2)	Increased awareness of, and confidence in, local services and community support networks.

3)	Improved understanding of different cultures, identities and lived experiences.

4)	Increased opportunities for positive dialogue.

5)	Greater involvement of young people in community activities, with improved confidence and sense of belonging.







	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

	

Applications will be assessed against:

•	Contribution to community cohesion
•	Inclusivity and accessibility
•	Ability to reach diverse communities (e.g. previous experience)
•	Deliverability within the project timeframe
•	Value for money
•	Ability to demonstrate outcomes and impact



	













APPLICATION FORM

SECTION 1: YOUR ORGANISATION


	Unique reference number (office use only)
	

	

	1.1
	Details of your Organisation 

	Organisation Name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Website
	

	1.2
	[bookmark: _Hlk141456110]Contact for this Application 

	Name 
	

	Position
	

	Contact Number
	

	Email
	

	
	
SECTION 2: ELIGIBILITY  


	2.1
	Eligibility 

	
Please confirm that:

☐ We are a non-profit organisation.
☐ We have a governing document, constitution or set of rules.
☐ We are based in Sandwell or deliver activity within Sandwell.
☐ We have an organisational bank account.
☐ Staff or volunteers delivering the project have a recent Enhanced DBS check where required.
☐ We can deliver activity between October 2026 and March 2027.
☐ We agree to provide the required monitoring information.
☐ We hold appropriate public liability insurance (or will obtain it before delivery begins. 
☐ We are committed to delivering activities that are inclusive and accessible to all participants 



IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO CONFIRM ANY OF THE ABOVE, YOUR APPLICATION WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.





	
SECTION 3: PROJECT DELIVERY


	3.1
	Tell us about your organisation and the communities you work with.

Please include:

· Your main activities
· The communities you currently support
· Why your organisation is well placed to deliver this project

[no more than 300 words]

	












	3.2
	Please provide examples of similar community activities, events or projects that your organisation has successfully delivered. This could include community engagement activities, cultural events, interfaith projects, youth activities or similar work.

Please tell us:

· What activities were delivered
· Who participated
· Total number of people who attended the event/activity
· What outcomes were achieved
· Any feedback or evidence you received

[no more than 500 words]

	













	3.3
	Please describe the project you will deliver using this grant.

Include:

· What activity/activities will take place
· Who will take part
· Where the activity/activities will be held
· When the activity/activities will take place
· How the activity/activities will bring different communities together

[no more than 500 words]

	








	3.4
	Tell us how your project will contribute to one or more of the following outcomes:


1) Local people feel safe, welcomed and comfortable engaging with people from different backgrounds.

2) Increased awareness of, and confidence in, local services and community support networks.

3) Improved understanding of different cultures, identities and lived experiences.

4) Increased opportunities for positive dialogue.

5) Greater involvement of young people in community activities, with improved confidence and sense of belonging.

Projects should contribute towards as many outcomes as possible.

[no more than 300 words]

	











	3.5 
	How will your project ensure activities are inclusive and accessible to people from different backgrounds and communities? 


[no more than 200 words]

	



















	3.6
	Which geographic areas of Sandwell will the project cover? Please tick all that apply:

	
☐ Oldbury
☐ Rowley Regis
☐ Smethwick
☐Tipton
☐ Wednesbury
☐ West Bromwich
☐ All towns


	












	
SECTION 4:  MARKETING AND PROMOTION



	4.1
	How will you promote your project and encourage people from different backgrounds to participate?

Please include any:

· Social media promotion
· Community networks
· Faith networks
· Local partnerships
· Word-of-mouth promotion 

[no more than 200 words]

	




































	

SECTION 5:  MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

	5.1
	How will you evaluate the impact of your project?

Please tell us:

· What success would look like
· What feedback you will collect
· How you will know communities have benefited

[no more than 300 words]

	










































SECTION 6:  STRATEGIC THEMES

	6.1
	Select at least one of the Council Plan Strategic Themes listed below your project will support. Full details can be found here

	

☐ Growing up in Sandwell

☐ Living in Sandwell

☐ Healthy in Sandwell

☐ Thriving Economy in Sandwell




































SECTION 7: FINANCE 


	

	7.1 
	Please use this table to indicate what the grant will be spent on. You can include details of any in-kind contribution provided by your organisation.

	Item 
	Breakdown/Calculation of Expenditure Items

	Grant Amount Requested
	In Kind Contribution
	Total Project 
Cost

	Venue Hire
	
	£
	£
	£

	Play   Equipment/Materials 
	
	£
	£
	£

	Publicity and Promotion
	
	£
	£
	£

	Food/Refreshments 
	
	£
	£
	£

	Activity Costs 
	
	£
	£
	£

	Other costs (please detail)

	
	£
	£
	£

	TOTAL 
	
	£
	£
	£


	                









	7.2 
	Has your organisation previously received funding (grant or contract) from Sandwell Council, Sandwell Children’s Trust or Sandwell Public Health? If yes, please provide details


	Specify Grant or Contract
	List the Activities/Services funded
	Council Contact Officer 
	Funding period e.g. 2020-2021 
	Amount Awarded (£)

	
	




	
	
	

	
	



	
	
	

	
	



	
	
	


























SECTION 8: DECLARATION OF RELATIONS


	Please note: Should you provide any information under this section; it will only be used for the sole purpose of grant administration for this programme only.


	Please include the name and details of any:

· Sandwell Council officer
· Councillor 
· Relative 
· Close associate of any Sandwell Council officer or Councillor who:
· Is a member of your managing body or paid staff.
· Is (to your knowledge) a relative or close associate of any of your management members or senior staff.
· Is (to your knowledge) likely to derive any direct personal benefit or advantage either financial or in kind from the award of this funding.



	Please give names and details if relevant:

	Name
	Nature of involvement

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Declaration

	I confirm that to the best of my knowledge and belief (choose one):

	☐
	I have listed above the names of Sandwell Council Officers or Councillors with an involvement in this project or grant application

	☐
	No Sandwell Council Officers, or elected members have any involvement in this project or application


	


	SECTION 9: DATA PROTECTION

	
The Data Controller for any personal information held for this purpose is Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council, Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 3DB, Tel 0121 569 2200.

The Data Protection Officer can be contacted at the above address and through email at:
dataprotection_officer@sandwell.gov.uk. 

Any personal information on this form/section where you have given us consent to use, will ONLY be used for the purpose stated and for no other. For unsuccessful applications, personal data will only be kept for maximum of 12 months. For successful applications, in accordance with financial regulations data will be retained for a maximum of 7 years in line with our Document Retention procedures. Where you have not provided us with consent that information will not be used by the Council.

Any personal information provided under consent will only be used and shared for the purposes outlined on this form, however when a legal duty is placed upon the Council then the Council will consider the sharing of your information in accordance with that duty (e.g. police, etc.).

You have the right to withdraw your consent at any time, should you wish to do so please contact: community_safetyteam@sandwell.gov.uk 



 



























SECTION 10: DECLARATION OF SIGNATORY 


	

I confirm that the organisation named in Section 1 of this application form has authorised me to sign this agreement.

I certify that the information given in this application is true and confirm that the enclosures are current, accurate and adopted or approved by our organisation.

I understand that any offer of grant funding will be subject to grant conditions and we confirm that the organisation has the power to accept this grant if the application is successful and to repay it if the grant conditions are not met.

I have not altered or deleted the original wording and structure of this application form as originally provided or added to it in any way.

I give consent to Sandwell Council holding and sharing of any personal data provided for the sole purpose of grant administration.

I understand that completing this form is not a guarantee of receiving the funding.

I understand that the funding panel’s decision is final and that there is no right to appeal.



	Print Name
	

	Position in Organisation
	

	Signature 
	

	Date 
	




Before submitting please check you have: Answered all questions, signed the form and attach any requested supporting documentation by deadline date. Incomplete or late applications will be rejected.

Email the completed form to: community_safetyteam@sandwell.gov.uk 
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