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2) Paul Brown
3) 23

4) PB23A
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE CLAIM NO: KB-2022-BHM-000188
KING’S BENCH DIVISION
BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT REGISTRY

BETWEEN:

(1) WOLVERHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL
(2) DUDLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
(3) SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
(4) WALSALL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
Claimants

and

(1-  4) PERSONS UNKNOWN AS DESCRIBED (IN THE INJUNCTION)
(5) Mr ANTHONY PAUL GALE
(6) Miss WIKTORIA SCZCUBLINSKA
(7) Mr ISA IQBAL

(8) Mr MASON PHELPS
(9) Miss REBECCA RICHOLD

(10) Mr OLIVER CLARKE
(11) Mr SIKANDER HUSSAIN

(12) Mr OMAR TAGON
(13) Mr TY HARRIS

(14) Mr VIVKASH BALI
Defendants

EXHIBIT PB23A

This is the document referred to in the Witness Statement of Paul Brown dated 25
March 2025 as “Exhibit PB23A.”
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Black Country street racing injunction remains in place
Released: Thursday 27 February, 2025

The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been permitted to
continue by the High Court following a hearing in Birmingham yesterday
(Wednesday 26 February, 2025) — with judge, The Honourable Mr Justice Ritchie,
finding it to be "very effective".

The injunction, led by the City of Wolverhampton Council on behalf of Dudley
Council, Sandwell Council and Walsall Council and supported by West Midlands
Police, prohibits people from: participating in, as a driver, rider or passenger, street
racing; from promoting, organising or publicising gatherings; or from participating as
a spectator.

The injunction covers the whole of the boroughs of Wolverhampton, Dudley,
Sandwell and Walsall and anyone found to be breaching it will be in contempt of
court and may be imprisoned, fined or have their assets seized. They may also be
ordered to pay the council's legal costs of any hearing.

The High Court originally granted the full and final injunction in February 2024 with
the injunction and power of arrest remaining in force until at least 2027 subject to
annual review.

At yesterday's review hearing, Mr Justice Ritchie permitted the injunction to continue,
with minor amendments to the wording, after hearing evidence from the Claimant
councils that there was a "pressing need for a continuance" of the injunction.

Pardip Nagra, Wolverhampton Anti Social Behaviour Team Leader, told the court that
the injunction had reduced racing and led to seven people being found in contempt
of court following committal applications for breach of the injunction in the Black
Country over the last 13 months.

Meanwhile PC Mark Campbell from Operation Hercules, West Midlands Police’s
tactical response to street racing, described how there had been a 38% decrease in
complaints relating to street racing in the Black Country between 2023 and 2024.

Mr Justice Ritchie said: "Street racing involves speeding, loud noise, convoys,
racing, stunts and obstructions.

"l find that the order has been very effective in protecting the public, catching
criminals, bringing them before the court quickly, and giving them a punishment
which seems to be working.

"This action has probably saved lives and very probably prevented injuries - and the
councils and police should be congratulated on doing it."

Mr Justice Ritchie added that the injunction will remain in place in its current form
until the revised order comes into effect in the coming weeks.
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Speaking on behalf of the Claimant councils, Councillor Obaida Ahmed, the City of
Wolverhampton Council's Cabinet Member for Digital and Community, said: "We
very much welcome the High Court's decision to allow the street racing injunction to
continue.

"The court was presented with a wealth of evidence about the impact that the
injunction has had, not only in bringing the perpetrators of street racing to justice but
in preventing meets from occurring in the first place, and we hope it will continue to
restrain this anti-social and dangerous activity across the Black Country."

For more information about the street racing injunction, please visit the street racing
pages of the applicants — Wolverhampton (www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/street-racing-
injunction), Walsall, (https://go.walsall.gov.uk/black country car_cruising_injunction),
Sandwell (www.sandwell.gov.uk/streetracing), or Dudley (www.dudley.gov.uk/car-
cruising-injunction) - which are in the process of being updated.

Incidents of street racing should be reported via asbu@wolverhamptonhomes.org.uk
or to West Midlands Police on 101. In an emergency, always dial 999.

Police are also inviting members of the public to submit dash cam or mobile phone
footage of street racing events or dangerous driving via its Op Snap website,
https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/police-forces/west-midlands-
police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/operation-snap/.

A further annual review of the injunction will be held by the High Court in around 12
months’ time, on a date to be fixed in due course.

ENDS

Media release, 27 February 2025
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The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been permitted to continue by
the High Court following a hearing in Birmingham yesterday (Wednesday 26 February, 2025) -

with judge, The Honourable Mr Justice Ritchie, finding it to be "very effective”.
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Black Country street racing injunction
remains in place

The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been
permitted to continue by the High Court following a hearing in Birmingham
yesterday (Wednesday 26 February, 2025) - with judge, The Honourable Mr
Justice Ritchie, finding it to be "very effective”.
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of Lhe mjunctian
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*1 Firnd Uit e e et baser wery ellective in proteciing Uhe public, catching criminals, bringing thermn belare Lhe
court quickhy, and ghng Lhem a purishiment which seems 1o be working.

"This action has probably saved lves ard very prabably presemted injuries - and Lhe coundls and police should be
congralulated on doing il
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irie ef Tecl in Ui conming weeks.
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Rate this p
The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has
been permitted to continue by the High Court following a
hearing in Birmingham yesterday (Wednesday 26 February,
H258) - with judge, The Honourable Mr Justice Ritchie, finding
it to be "very effective”.
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The Injuncoion, led By the Ciy of Wakerhamaron Councll on behalf of Dudicy
Cowncil, Sandvecd| Coundl and Watsall Council and supporied by Wiest Midlands

Police, prohiaks peopks frome particpating I, 2 PaSSOnger, Srocs
racing; fram pramating, crgansing or publosing gacherings; or from partidpating
5 3 SOSCTaTON.

driver, rids

The: Injuncticn covers the whole of the boroughe of Wokerhampeon, Dudbkey,
Sarwchwrdl and Waisall and ampone found o be breaching o will be In conoemint of
ourt and may be impisaned, fined or have their 2ssers seized. They may akso be
ordered to pay the coundl's kegal costs of any hearing,

The High Court anginalty grareed the full and final injunctian In Febrsary 2024 with
the injuncion and power of 2rmest remaining In foroe wnell af keass 2027 subject to
annual revicw.

AL ypeszerday's review hoaring, Mr justioe Riechie permicted the injunction to

he wording, after hearing evidence from the
Clamane coundls that there was a "pressing need for a continuance” of the
Injunction.

DN, Wi minor IMendmenes

Pardip Magra, Wokerhamaton Are Sodal Behaviour Team Leader, told the court
that the Injunctian had reduced racing and ked ta ssven peopie beirg found in
concempt of cou foliowing comminal applications for breach of the injunctianin
the Black Country over the st 13 manths

Mearwihiie: PC Mark Campled | from Operation Heroules, West Midiands Polices
tactical resnanse T SENeeT racing, destrined how there had been 2
complaints relating to strect racing In the: Black Counry between 2023 and 2024

% Dorease In

Mir |ustice Ricchie said: “Soreet racing Invotves speeding, loud nolse, camvoys, racing,
shunts and obsouctons.

"I find that the arder has been veny offective in procecting the publc, catching
riminais, bringing chem before the courr quicksy, and ging them a punishment
which seems to be working,

“This action has probably saved Ives and very probably provented injudes - and the
councils and police should be congranulated an doing ir.°

Mr [LeEmice Ricchie aoded that the mjureTion @il remain in gaos in s curnont form
until the revised order comes. i effect I the coming weeks
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VEry MLch wedcome the Mg Court's decksior
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TO COMTInUE
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but In preventing meess fro courring In the first place, andwe hope iowill
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Courery.”
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Walsall Council website, 27 February 2025



The injunction banning street racing in the ' Share on
Black Country has been permitted to continue SYRERT RACENG I][|"u

by the High Court. BANNED

I THE BLAGE COUNTRY

The decision followed a hearing in Brmingharm yesterday
(Wednesday 28 February) - with judge, The Honourable Mr Justice
Ritehie, finding i to be very alective.

The injunction, led by the City of Wohlverhampton Cowncil on behall of Duedley Councl, Sandwell Council and
Walsall Council and supported by West Midlands Police, prohibits people fromt participating in, as a driver,
rider or passenger, street racing; lrom promoting, organising or publicising gatherdngs; or from participating
ok o spactatos.

The injunction covers the whole of the boroug hs of Waolverharmgton, Dudley, Sandwell and ‘Walsall and
amyene lound o be breaching it willl be in contempl of court and may be impeisoned, lined or have thei
assels seired. They may also be ordered to pay the council's legal costs of any hearing.

The High Court originally granted the full and final injunction in February 2024 with the injunclion and power
of arresl remaining in foree until at least 2027 subjsct to anneal review.

at yesterday's review hearing, Mr Justice Ritchie permitted the injunction o continue, with minos
amendments to the wording, alter hearing evidence frorm the Claimant councils that thene was a "pressing
rged lor a contineance” of the injunction

Pardip Magra, Woelverhamplon anti Social Behaviour Team Leader, told the courl that the injunction had
reduced racing and led to seven people being found in contempl of court following comimittal applications
for breach of the injunction in e Block Country over the last 13 months.

Meamwhile PC Mark Camipbell From Operation Hercules, West Midlands Police’s toctical response bo street
racing, described how there had been a 38X decrease in complaints relating Lo street racing in the Black
Country babwesn 2023 and 3024,

Mr Justice Ritchie said: “Streat racing invalves speeding, loud noises, convoys, racing, stunts and obstructions.

I find that the order has been very elfective in protecting the public, catching criminals, bringing them
beedare Uhes courl quicikly, and giving them a punishment which seems bo be working.

“This action hos probably saved lives and very probably prevented injuries - and the councils and polos
should be congratulated on daing il.”

Mr Justice Ritlchie added that the injunction will rermain in ploce in its current form until te revised order
cormes into effect in the coming weeks,

Speaking on behall of the Claimant councils, spokespenson for the injuction, sosd: “We very much welcorme
the High Court's decigion to allow the streal racing injunction o comlinua.

“The court was presented with a wealth of evidence about the impact that the injunction has had, not only in
brimging the perpetrators of street racing bo justice but in preventing meets from occurring in the first place,
and we hope it will continue bo restrain this anti-social and dangerous activily across the Black Country.”

& Turther annual review of the injunction will be feld by Uhe High Cowrt in arcund 12 months’ tirme, on a date Lo
b fixed in due course.

For more inforrmation abowt the injunction, please visit the streel racing injunction pages of the applicants:

» Saondwell street rocing webpoge
s Dudley strest racing webpoge

»  Walsall street rocing webpage
& Waolverhamphbon street racing webpage

Incidents of strest rocing in Sandwell should be reported online bo the council or Lo West Midlands Polce on
100 In an emeargency, alvays dial 999,

Police are also inviling membens of the public to submit dash eam or mobile phone feotage of street racing
events or dangerous driving via its Op Snop website.

Sandwell Council website, 27 February 2025
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The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has
been permitted to continue by the High Court with the judge
STRE ET RACING ; finding it ta be “very effective”.
It prohibits peaple from: participating in, as a driver, rider or
passenger, Street racing; from promoting, organising or
publicising gatherings: or from participating as a spectator, and
covers all of Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall.
Anyone found to be breaching it will be in contempt of court
and may be imprisoned. fined or have their assets seized. They
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The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been permitted to continue by the
High Court with the judge finding it 1o be “very effective

It prahibits peaple from:
©participating in, as a driver, nder or passenger, street racing
Spromoting, organising of publicising gatherings

(@participating as  spectator
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The injuncticn covers all of Walsall, Wolverhampton, Dudley, and Sandwell

(™, Wolverhampton Today

°
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The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been permitted to continue by
the High Court with the judge finding it to be "very effective".

(™= Wolverhampton Today

It... See mare 27 February at 1631 @
The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been permitted 10 continue by
1 comment the High Caurt with the judge finding it o be "very effective™.

Sandwell Council Facebook, 27 February 2025 Walsall Council Facebook, 27 February 2025
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- racing in
the Black Country has been permitted to continue by the High
Court with the judge finding It be “very effective”

It prohibits people frome

© participating in, 5 a driver, rider or passenger, street racing

© promating, organising or publicising gatherings

© participating as 3 spectator

The injunction covers all of Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell
and Walsall

Find out more by visiting the street racing page on the council's
website.
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" wolverhampton_today and surwalsall

e injunction banning srest racng in
the Black Country has been permitted to continue by the High
‘Court with the judge finding it to be “very affective”

It pronibits pecge from,

(S participating in. as a driver, rider or passenges, street racing
@ prameting. erganising or publiciing gatherings

© particpating 2= a spectator

‘The injunction covers all of Wabverhamptan, Dudley, Sandwell
and ialsall

Find out mare by visiting the street racing page an the council's
website.
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Injunction bans street racing in the Black
Country

The High Sourt s granied a ull ared firsal Ingunethsn Bonndng sboeet rocing, alss krown as ‘cor crulbsing, In
the Bl Country.

It horbids onyone wh s o driver, mder of passenger in of on o motor vehicke to porticipate bobween the hours
of 3pm and Tam ino gathering of fwo or mon: perscns within the Block Sountry orea at which some of theose
PESent SNgOgE in MoSor PoCing of Motor Stunks of other dangenous of obsbsctive diving.

It plso covers orgonises and spociotons, prohibiting people from promoting, argonking o publicksing
gatherings, o from participating in a gothering as o speciotos with the Inbenthon or egpectodon that some of
those present will engoge in streat racing.

Tha injunstion covers the whake of the boroughs of Sandwell, Dudicy, ‘Walksoll ond Walserhampton and has a
Poswer of Anest ottached to owhich gives She police the poswer to oerest anyone who brsoches & Breoch of
o iNjuncticn ks g contempt to court and i proved the court has the power toimpose g sentence of
Imprisorament, o fins, o on order seizing O person’s ossets

Far the purpases of the Bnpunc thon, stunis ane defined os diving manceavres often undertoken at such
gatherings inchuding but not imied o

®  “Burnouts® — cousing O wehicke to destioy (s tyres by opplying power to the drive whoek while
baroiking 50 as bo remioin in place while the wheols revobee of $peed

®  “Donuts| Donuting” - cousing o vehicke to rabate around a fised point {noemally the Tront aste]
whille nat maving-olf cousing nodse, smoke ond tyre marks to be enedted

» “Duifting" — burning by placing the vehicle in g skid S0 that mest sideways medion ks due 1o the skid
ot oy signilicont stearing input

®  “Undertaking” - Fassing o vehicle on its nearside 50 as to ovenoios in Crcumstances not penmitted
by thix Highway Code.

The injunction and powes of ormest wene granted on Tuesdoy 27 February 2024 ond will remaoin in lorce Tora
padicd of at kst thiee yeors, ond will be subject bo an annual eview.

At hemaring o 26 Felbruoey 2025, The Honowrablde kMr Justics Bibchile parmilthed the Infursethon o continue,
with mingr amendments to the warding, after hearing evidence from the chiment counciis that there wos a
“pressing need for a continuonce” of the injuncion. & further onnwal revies of the injunction will be held by
the High Cowrt i carty 2025, on a date to be Thed in due cowrse.

Full detoils ol the injunction, including evidence presented to the High Court, the sealed order, power of amest
ond other supparting documentotion such s o mop shawing the Block Country oreo, con be lound on sur
streat rocing downbsods webpoge.

Incidicnts af street racing should Be reported onlins to the councl of to Wast Midiands Police an ML in an
emergency, olways dial 998

H you spot sbroet Focing injunction signs ane domaoged of missing, please Feport domoged or rmdssing
signs onling to the councll or coll the highwoys teom on OB 368 TIFT.

Thiz ogrpdicosthon wias ked by the City of Wobserharngiton Cownell on Behall of Sandwdl Counell, Dud ey Counc
ond Walsall Council, ond supported by Wiest Midlands Police.

To contoct the cloimants, write to: FAC: Block Country Cor Cruise, Legal Senvices, City of Wolverhompton
Council, Chic Centre, St Peter's Squara, Wolserhampion Wy IR Altermatively, ermal
liskgation @ wolverhormpton gov.uk o coll 01302 S5655E.

Wokserhompton Clty Counclls street rocing injunction webpage hos furthes Socuments nekating to the
Injurction, incliding wideo evidence presented to the High Court ond puidenss ond dacumantatian inthe
Injuretion applicotion.

Sandwell Council street racing webpage
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Car cruising injunction

Injunction bans street racing in the Black Country

The: High Court has granted & full znd final munction banning "stroct racing), also known as 'car onaising’, in the Black
Courry.

R lorbish ampons who A tresr, T Of PRIESGE IN O ©N 8 Moo veiicls |0 peeiicpele betwssn e hosn of 3pm snd Ten n s geleeg of e o moss
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pekios the pows: |o sl ampons whe breaches & Breach of sn nsnclios i n-contempt o ozl and d proved lhe coust e e powst 0 impose 1 semssce of
Irprmonmend, a fins, or an ceder ssiring 8 peron’s st

'zt Lhe parposes of S mjuscion, dures e dofined s dmsing oflen ol much mciusing Eul nod breded 1o
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e
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Thee njerection and porwer of st wees guanied on Tuesdey 77 FPetraarg, 2004, sl remain is force lor 8 paricd o4 of st e pean, and sl b subged dc s
AU e
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Asxin infnsmation sbosl the intesm sivet mong Buncon spolioon

Thse injnclion i adhvarised by sorm n ey pleom on e highway, lhess siges oo be msen n e Dowsksd mmcicn Here o cas find e locelions of Bme
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Thse mppiiceiion was led by B City of Wobsssharspion Coencil os Behall of Dudiey Councl, Sasdwell Cosncll nsd Sishall Cosncil, and supporisd by Wl
Midisnds P'zics.
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yicm WV R by, Bail I st pon i oo ol BT T

STREET RACING

BANNED

IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

Downloads
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Dudley Council street racing webpage
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Black Country street racing injunction
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Walsall Council street racing webpage
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Hial
Here are the links fo our X and Facebook posts: if you haven't already, please can you share (or post natively If you wish) as per the High Court order?

tip
IN 1B Of INStAQram, iease CaN you pubiisn SOMEtNing mayhe along me INes of What we have done (11 L INS1A0TAM COM/DGAWAXOGYYImg_INGex=1) - bUt 35 long 35 It SIEns PEople 1o the IMUNCIGN aNa SIGNPOSTS 10 YOUr StTest racing page, It Goesnt really matter what format
this takes. We have invited you to collab so it should have appeared on your grid. and we've tagged you in our story 100,

sav A
racng | -
romains in pla =
{@Comorate Communications colleagues, apologies | forgot to alert you earlier - we have nad confirmation ihat the street racing injunction can continue by the High Court. Please can you share the following X and Faceboak pasts on the Wolverhampton, Walsall, Sandwell and Dudley police

X and Facebook accounts? There is also a request io share something on Instagram if at all possitle, but | understand if you can't do this as you don't have borough accounts on Insta

Stalus/1895142463653773740

Email to police, 27 February 2025

11 Walsall Police reposted

13 Wolverhampton Police reposted
¢ Wolves Council @WolvesCouncil - Feb 27 & Wolves Council @WolvesCouncil - Feb 27
. The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been
permitted to continue by the High Court with the judge finding it to be "very

permitted to continue by the H

igh Court with the judge finding it to be "very
effective”. Full story yampton.gov.uk n

5 effective”. Full story €
(1/4) WalsallCounc : (1/4)
s?‘— \‘_\"‘A\‘\“\““—“ﬂ

il 12K & i 13K a2

Wolverhampton Police, 3 March 2025 Walsall Police, 3 March 2025

11 Sandwell Police reposted
@ Wolves Council © vesCol
The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been
1 Court with the judge finding it to be "very

Feb 27

13 Dudley Police repostad

‘Wolves Council @WolvesCouncil - Feb 27 permitted to continue by the High
The injunction banning street racing in the Black Country has been effective”. Full story
ourt with the judge finding it to be "very |

¢
permitted to continue by the High C: MEF (1/4)

effective”. Full story I
: “our d (1/4)

1hi 12K n &

Sandwell Police, 3 March 2025

Dudley Police, 3 March 2025
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westmidlandspolice &

remains in place

@wolverhampton_today and ourwalsall

West Midlands Police Instagram, 3 March 2025

Wolverhampton Police
1 March at 1700 - £

g Sandwell Police
Injunctions banning street racing in Birmingham and the Black Country will continue following 3 1 March at 1701 - ¢
successiul annual review. Injunctions banning street racing in Birmingham and the Black Country will continue following 2

£ 5 d E HEL R successful annual review.
A judge at a High Court hearing held on Wednesday (26 Feb) agreed for the injunctions to
continue. A judge at a High Court hearing held on Wednesday {26 Feb) agreed for the injunctions to

3 continue.

Anyone found to be breaching them will be in contempt of court and may be imprisoned, fined or e B o VA S v B S A B e s R

have their assets seized_.. See more have their assets seized.... See more

STREET RACING

BANNED

IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

STREET RACING

BANNED

IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

O% 4 comments 4 shares

oY Like () Comment £ Share
View more comments

0 Nick Green Mainwoad
How come idiots still try to get 100mph down smethwick roads . without 3 care in

b - -~ S K L -
5y Like (] Comment &) Share the world . like they know the police will do nothing 7
Action not words Sandwell Police
Nige Caddick 4 Like Reply
Good =
f:: Comment 25 Wolverhampron Today R
4 Like Reply

Wolverhampton Police, 1 March 2025 Sandwell Police, 1 March 2025
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Walsall Police - Follow

Dudley Folice - Follow
1 March at 17.00 - & ;

March 2t 17:00- ¢

3 : e 2 5 > Injunctions banming street racing in Birmingham and the Black Country will continue following a
Injunctions banning street racing in Birmingham and the Black Country will continus following a i

successful annual review.

successful annual revisw.

- 2 gt s A judge at 3 High Court hearing held on Wednesday (26 Feb) agreed for the injunctions to
4 judge at 2 High Court hearing held on Wednesday (26 Feb) agreed for the injunctions to i
continue. E
T g sy P . sy i Anyone found to be breaching them will be in contempt of court and may be imprisoned, fined or
Anyone found ta be breaching them will be in contempt of court and may be imprisoned, fined or pr s S e e
have their assets seized.... See more

STREET RACING

BANNED

IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

STREET RACING

BANNED

IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

[+l i T comments 3 shares O

: P s o
{5 Like () Comment £5 share 0 Like () Comment @ Share

Dudley Police, 1 March 2025 Walsall Police, 1 March 2025
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Black Country street racing ban to
continue

CETTY IMAGES

| Thee injuniction covers the whoks of Wolserhamgpton, Dudisy, Sancwell and Walsal

Chloe Hughes

ESC Misws, Wt Midlands

An Injunction banndeg street racing Inthe Black Country has been permitted
o continwe, 2 coundil has said.

The injuncticn, led oy the City of Wolverhampton Council, prenibits pecple
from participating in street racing as a driver, riger or passenger, as well as
from promating, crganising or publicising gatherings, or participating as a
spactatar.

Anpane breaching the injunction - which covers the whale of Walverhampton,
Dudiey, Sancwell, 2nd 'Walsall - could b2 imprisened, fned, o have assets
seized.

The autheority said permissicn was given at the High Court on 'Wednesday.
The full and final injuncticn was ariginally gramted by the High Court in

Fabruary 2024, with the arder and power of arnest remaining in force until at
least 2027, subject to the annual review.

A& further annual review will b2 hald by the court in about 12 months' time.

Injunction has 'probably saved lives'

Evidence was presented 1o the court ta support its continuation.

Pardip Magra. Weolvernamgpton anti-socizl behaviour team lezder, said the
injuncticn had reduced racing. and led to seven people being found in
contempt of court over the last 13 months.

PC Mark Campbell from 'West Midlands Police said thers had bean a 36%
decreass in stregt racing complaints in the Black Country between 2023 and
2024,

Mr Justice Ritchie permitied the continuation with minor amendments to the
injuncticn’s wordineg.

*I find that the order has baen very effective in protecting the public, catching
criminats, gringing them before the court quickly, and giving them a
punishiment which seams to be working,” he said.

“This action has probably saved lives and very probably prevented injuries -
and the councils and pelice should be congratulated on doing it.”

The injuncticn will remain in place inits current form until the revised arder
comes into effect in the coming weeks.

BBC News online, 28 February 2025
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‘Effective’ Black Country street racing han
continuing after seven people punished
for breaches

The ban on street racing in Black Country streets will remain in force after
seven people were taken to court for breaching it in the past year.

By Deborah Hardiman Published 16 hours ago  Last updated 15 hours ago

watch on DALAVOTION

At a review hearing Mr Justice Ritchie said the order was proving to be "very
effective” and gave the green light for the continuation of the three-year
injunction with minor amendments to the wording after hearing evidence from
the four claimant councils that there was a "pressing need for" it.

Waolverhampton' Council's anti social behaviour tearn leader Pardip Nagra told
the court that the injunction had reduced racing and led to seven people being
found in conternpt of court following committal applications for breaching itin
the last 13 months.

The injunction led by Wolverhampton Council on behalf of Dudley, Sandwell
and Walsall in partnership with West Midlands Police prohibits participation as
a driver, rider or passenger in street racing; and prohibits promoting,
arganising or publicising gatherings; or participating as a spectator.

It covers the whole of the four boroughs and anyone found to be breaching it
will be in contempt of court and may be imprisoned, fined or have their assets
seized. They may also be ordered to pay the council's legal costs of any hearing.

The High Court in Birmingharn originally granted the full and final injunction in
February last year with the injunction and power of arrest remaining in force
until at least 2027 subject to an annual review which was heard on
Wednesday(26).

Councillor Jasbir Jaspal who has campai
Council on the issue of car cruising i

gned on behalf of the City of Wolverhampton
the Black County.

Pc Mark Campbell, of West Midlands Police’s Operation Hercules which is a
tactical response to street racing, told the hearing there had been a 38 per cent
decrease in complaints between 2023 and 2024.
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Mr Justice Ritchie said: "Street racing involves speeding, loud noise, convoys,
racing, stunts and obstructions. | find that the order has been very effective in
protecting the public, catching criminals, bringing them before the court
quickly, and giving thern a punishment which seems to be working.

"This action has probably saved lives and very probably prevented injuries -
and the councils and police should be congratulated on doing it."

He added that the injunction will remain in place in its current form until the
revised order comes into effect in the coming weeks.

Speaking on behalf of the four councils, Wolverhampton's community boss
Councillor Obaida Ahmed said: "We very much welcormne the High Court's
decision to allow the street racing injunction to continue.

"The court was presented with a wealth of evidence about the impact that the
injunction has had, not only in bringing the perpetrators of street racing to
justice but in preventing meets from occurring in the first place, and we hope it
will continue to restrain this anti-social and dangerous activity across the Black
Country."

The ban was brought into force after a series of serious and fatal crashes on the
regions roads and due to complainants about noise and antisocial behaviour.

Incidents of street racing should be reported via
asbu@wolverhamptonhomes.org.uk or to West Midlands Police on 101, In an
emergency, always dial 999.

Express and Star, 27 February 2025

20



