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By email:   

 

Dear Ms Murphy, 

Sandwell Local Plan – Council’s Response to Comments made by the Environment Agency – 

20th February 2025 

Thank you for sending through your comments on the Sandwell Local Plan Sequential Test 

Update January 2025, the Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and the additional site 

allocation at Rowley Regis Golf Course. 

The Council is pleased that the evidence base addresses the Environment Agency’s (EA) 

concerns with regard to soundness.  The Council has also noted the issues raised regarding 

the minor errors and issues of less-moderate significance.  Therefore, in conjunction with JBA 

Consulting (the Council’s Flood Risk consultants), the Council is proposing amendments to the 

following pieces of evidence: 

• Sandwell Local Plan Site Assessment Report, Appendix E: Flood Risk Sequential Test – 

list of sites 

• Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 

The proposed amendments are set out in a table attached to this letter as an appendix. 

If you are happy with the proposed amendments, the Council is of the view that a formal 

letter from the EA, confirming the proposed amendments and removing any objections of 

soundness would suffice, rather than a statement of common ground. 

We are happy to answer any further queries you may have with regard to the proposed 

amendments.  However, if this approach is acceptable to the EA, the Council would appreciate 

a letter from you by the 20th March 2025 so that we can respond to the Inspector appointed 

to undertake the examination of the Sandwell Local Plan. 

 

 

 

From:  

Email: sandwell_localplan@sandwell.gov.uk  

Date: 13th March 2025 

 
Ms Keira Murphy  
Planning Specialist, 
Sustainable Places 
Environment Agency 
West Midlands Area   
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Yours sincerely, 

 

Project Manager  – Sandwell Local Plan 

  










