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In 2018, the UN released a report outlining that global emissions need to be 
reduced by 45% by 2030.  
This is in order to have a reasonable chance of meeting the global goal of 
limiting global warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.  Based on this 
evidence, Sandwell Council has joined 280 other councils in England that have 
declared a Climate Emergency and are aiming to meet science-based targets 
for reducing emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Carbon neutrality and net zero carbon emissions mean that any greenhouse 
gases still emitted in the area in future will be offset by capturing carbon from 
the atmosphere, eg. through tree planting.

Sandwell has adopted the following overarching targets:

(1) to reach carbon neutrality across all Council functions by 2030.

(2) to reach carbon neutrality borough-wide by 2041.

Sandwell has a proud industrial past and a strong thriving community - these 
assets will be key to achieving the Borough’s carbon goals. We recognise that 
as we recover from COVID-19 we cannot return to business as usual¸ and this 
has given greater urgency to our climate change strategy as we plan for a fairer, 
more sustainable ‘new normal’ that will benefit both our communities and the 
environment.

The strategy covers both mitigation of climate change by reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and also adaptation to the effects of climate change on the area, 
in order to reduce harm from heatwaves, floods and air pollution among other 
impacts.

Sandwell’s Climate Change Strategy includes an Action Plan to get us to our 
target of net zero carbon emissions for the Council and the whole of the 
Borough. 

There are six themes in the Action Plan – a summary of the actions is on the 
following pages.

Summary of Sandwell Climate Strategy
This is a Summary of Sandwell Council’s Climate Change Strategy 2020 – 2041, which was produced in 2020. 
The main document can be downloaded from our website.



Action Plan 1     
Council estate and operations

We will:

Reduce emissions and improve energy efficiency across a range of 
functions, including our buildings, street lighting, procurement processes, 
ICT equipment, and council owned vehicles and staff transport.



Action Plan 2     
The built environment

We will:

Speed up the change to more eco-friendly homes, including new build 
council homes, progressing local heat networks.

Continue energy saving partnership schemes for residents.

Encourage and where possible enable residents and landlords to carry out 
energy efficiency improvements in privately owned residences.



Action Plan 3     
Transport

We will:

Promote sustainable travel both through borough-wide promotion 
campaigns for walking and cycling and making use of existing platforms 
for travel planning.

Develop a low carbon transport system so that walking, cycling and public 
transport journeys are easier and safer.

We’ll also seek to localise amenities so that people have reduced need to 
travel far.



We will:

Reduce the total volume of waste generated in the Borough, through the 
use of technological and behavioural initiatives.

Maximise recycling and food waste collections across the Borough through 
the use of behavioural changes.

Improve waste management and ownership through the implementation 
of effective regulations and policy.

Action Plan 4     
Waste



We will:

Protect and expand the Borough’s trees and green and open spaces.

Ensure risk contingency procedures are in place

Ensure the Borough is well-informed about climate change issues and 
options.

Action Plan 5     
Adaptation and resilience



Action Plan 6     
Natural capital and green space

We will:

Create an integrated approach to the management of green spaces to 
allow for mitigation and adaptation benefits to be realised.

Develop a better understanding of the borough’s tree stock and its 
role in removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

Understand the potential measures (and their costs) which would 
increase the biodiversity and climate change value of green  
spaces and roadside verges.

Enhance the role of Planning in ensuring Natural Capital is a 
requirement in future development.
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This document represents a high-level strategy for meeting our targets. It has been 
produced by Sandwell Council with involvement of and consultation with local partners and 
residents. However, this strategy alone cannot implement the full range of actions required 
and will need to influence other plans and strategies that guide the council’s operations and 
how its services are delivered. 

The whole process will be enabled by a range of supportive activities and ways of working 
that cut across all action plans: communication and engagement; national and regional 
action; promotion of inclusion and skills; partnership working; evidence informed actions; 
and alignment with and of other key strategies and plans affecting Sandwell.


