SPRING 2020
NEWSLETTER
This spring there were a wide range of
activities planned across all aspects of
the park – volunteering, history, play,
sports and wildlife programmes as well
as planning for this years’ events in celebration of 125 years of West
Smethwick Park.
Unfortunately, this has all come to a grinding halt and we are all uncertain of
when restrictions may start to ease. This means the planned activity and
event programme is on hold until further notice.

In early March we had the first group of volunteers from
the West Brom Building Society who came to the park for
the day to improve and increase the diversity of flora and
fauna in the woodland. The volunteers were from different
Sandwell and Dudley branches and are part of the West
Brom’s commitment to community work. The focus of the
day was to remove overcrowded self-seeded trees to open
up the area to light and encourage more ground layer plants, which in turn brings insects,
small mammals and birds to the woodland. After fuelling up on samosas (thanks Pali!),
once the volunteers were issued with their safety equipment and work tools there was
no stopping them - except for lunch in a warm room and
a hot drink on a chilly March day!
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The team created a pathway through
the trees from the stream area using
the branches from the unhealthy trees
they had removed.

Pali Hanspal, Manager of the West Brom’s Oldbury branch said
“As the largest regional building society in the Black Country and Birmingham, the West
Brom is proud to support the efforts to make West Smethwick Park a genuine community
resource that people of all backgrounds and generations can enjoy. What is so heartening
is how the rejuvenation of the park owes much to the combined commitment of Sandwell
MBC and the Heritage Lottery Fund, as well as local people. That commitment now
includes the West Brom as an enthusiastic supporter of the project, and we are delighted
to join forces with them in helping the park develop into a real landmark feature in the
area.”

Still smiling at the end
of a hard day’s work!

This was the first of many volunteering and partnership opportunities between West
Smethwick Park and the West Brom, we will restart this programme as soon as we are
able to.
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We are working with many partners to deliver our programmes in the park.
Junior Parkrun started at West Smethwick Park. James, the run
director said “The inaugural West Smethwick Junior parkrun was
run on 15th March, with a wonderful turnout of 13 juniors
running, jogging and walking 2km around West Smethwick Park.
Whilst all parkrun run events are currently suspended due to Covid-19, the team can't
wait to start back up again and welcome more juniors to this fantastic event. More details
on the event can be found at https://www.parkrun.org.uk/westsmethwick-juniors/.”

The Volunteer Team getting
ready at the test event

Here are two initiatives from Groundworks
Go Play Sandwell News!
Back in March, Groundwork West Midlands were successfully awarded Tipton,
Wednesbury and Smethwick to deliver the Go Play programme.
Groundwork West Midlands and their partner organisations, (Creative Academies
Network and Murray Hall Community Trust) will continue to offer free play provision
across the Sandwell borough for another three years.
The Go Play programme is funded by Sandwell Council and aims to engage children aged
6-12 years old, (and up to 16 with additional needs) in exciting, fun and adventurous play
activities, such as environmental crafts and sports.
At this time of year, the organisations would be encouraging children and their families
outdoors to get involved in play activities in local parks and community spaces. However,
the current pandemic has put a hold on all direct delivery and teams are now providing
play opportunities in a different way.
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There are lots of things to watch and do via the Go Play social media channels, so to find
out more about the activities on offer, please visit the links below.
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/GoPlaySandwell/
Dropbox http://bit.ly/gpsresource
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDXBICQqG_xsoEM6dWANlSw/featured?sub_confi
rmation=1
Pundeep Kaur, Community and Environment Manager from Groundwork West Midlands
commented, “The Go Play team at Groundwork are really looking forward to bringing
activities to West Smethwick Park in the form of after school and holiday sessions in the
future. We look forward to visiting the other parks in the town too and getting to
introduce ourselves to lots of families and local partners.
At the moment these are really challenging times for everyone and it’s been so
disappointing to have to postpone going out into local parks and offering play
opportunities to children and their families. Therefore, the whole Go Play team have
been busy creating resources and putting together activity packs which are available
online. There are also some great videos of activities for all the family to do.”
The Go Play programme is funded for a further three years until 2023 and will be aiming
to get back into parks and local community spaces as soon as Government
recommendations allow.
Children from St Pauls Primary and
Summerhill Primary attending a session at
Tipton Library before the lockdown due to
Covid-19.
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The Friends of West Smethwick Park have been working with Groundwork West
Midlands on the Future Proof Parks programme. This is a National Lottery Heritage Fund
programme that has been running since 2018.
The aim of the project is to get young people more involved in preserving their local
parks & green space heritage and to encourage them to work with Friends of park
groups.
The Friends of West Smethwick Park have been working with Zahra, the Youth Worker
from Groundwork since November 2019 and she has been able to recruit some young
volunteers to support the group’s activities. For the Friends of group, the project is an
opportunity to gain the tools, encouragement and support to get more local young
people involved in their work and to see the benefits of cross-generational working.
One of the main activities the young people have been able to support the group with is
generating an online social media presence. One of the young volunteers has set up an
Instagram page called: friendsofwestsmethwickpark125, which will be updated regularly.
It is intended that the page will have a number of mini interviews with the friends group
members and local community about what inspired them to join the friends group, their
favourite memories of West Smethwick Park and why others should also visit. We would
love to hear your stories too, so please get in touch with us or provide comments. You
can direct message or send a message to either the Instagram page:
friendsofwestsmethwickpark125 or alternatively email evetts755@btinternet.com or
Zahra.khalil@groundwork.org.uk.
Although the current crisis has put on hold all our delivery of activities in the park, there
are still plenty of things young people and friends of park group members can get
involved in. For example, volunteers have been busy researching the history and heritage
of the park and have been inspired to do some artwork around their research.
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One volunteer Ambar, decided to do some art
work about James Chance using a technique to
mimic the lighthouse glasswork the Chance
Brothers pioneered.

Zahra and all the volunteers will continue to come up with plans of activities and events
that can be run in the park for the future. In the meantime, the Friends of group are very
open and welcome to new members, so if you would like to get involved with the group
and or the Future Proof Parks programme let us know.
Email evetts755@btinternet.com or Zahra.khalil@groundwork.org.uk.
For more information and regular updates on the Future Proof Parks project please find
below our Facebook and Instagram pages:
Facebook-https://www.facebook.com/pg/Kick-the-Dust-Future-Proof-Parks191517595126186/photos/?ref=page_internal
Instagram- https://www.instagram.com/futureproofparks_wm/?hl=en
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The timetable for the building and landscaping works is still progressing and we have
a number of businesses that are submitting tenders for both contracts.
The current building and landscape contract timetable is:
Task
Issue of Invitation to Tender
Closing date for clarification questions
Closing date for receipt of tenders
Preliminary evaluation of tenders
Anticipated contract award
Commencement of contract

Date
Friday 17 April 2020
Friday 29 May 2020 @ 17:00hrs
Friday 12 June 2020 @ 15:00hrs
Monday 15 June 2020 to Friday 10 July 2020
Monday 13 July 2020
Monday 24 August 2020

Restoration and Development Timetable
Start date

Work

End date

Autumn 2020

Restoration of:
• James Chance memorial
• Drinking fountain
• Walls and piers at West Park Rd entrance
• Walls and gates at Victoria Rd entrance
• Airmen’s memorial

TBC

•
•
•
•
•

Autumn 2020

New pavilion building
Boathouse feature
Additional gym kit
Wetlands board walk
Signs and information boards

Landscaping work:
• Dams and bridges in pools
• Entrances and footpaths
• Ornamental boundaries
• Site furniture
• Multi use games area

Summer 2021

Summer 2021

The Activity and Volunteering programmes will run throughout the restoration phase
and beyond
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If you want further information on any aspect of the project, contact Mandy
Williams, Community Engagement Officer on 0121 569 4247 or email
wsp_project@sandwell.gov.uk

Keep an eye on the park notice boards for updates

Log on to www.sandwell.gov.uk/westsmethwickpark

Like our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/thewestsmethwickpark
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