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Thanks to everyone who had their photo taken or sent in a selfie 
for our mosaic posters of poppies made up of Sandwell people’s 
faces.
Our museums, libraries and archives team had the inspiration 
for this special way for Sandwell people today to remember the 
fallen and show gratitude to those who paid the ultimate price.
The images were displayed around the borough on billboards 
and poster sites.

A commemorative paving stone was unveiled in 
Sergeant Colley’s memory at Victoria Park.
Sergeant Colley – who was living in Cheshire Road, 
Smethwick, when he joined the army – was killed 
defending against a German attack at Martinpuich, 
France, on 25 August 1918.
He is the third Victoria Cross recipient from the Great War 
to have been honoured with one of the government’s 
commemorative VC paving stones in Sandwell.

Sergeant Colley’s great nephew Ian West said he was 
proud Smethwick had remembered a “local lad wrought 
of the iron, stone and coal of the Black Country” who 
had given his life for his country.
“He showed this grit enough to win both the Military 
Medal and the Victoria Cross, but he should be 
remembered as a representative of all those who died in 
those dark days.”

A parade and service was held in Smethwick for First World War Victoria Cross recipient 
Sergeant Harold Colley – 100 years to the day since his heroic sacrifice on the Western Front.

Sandwell has commemorated the 
100th anniversary of the end of the 
First World War with a wide range 
of events and activities.
These culminated with 
Remembrance services and 
parades across our six towns 
in November to remember the 
sacrifices made by people from 
the Sandwell area and all over the 
world.

Sergeant Colley’s sacrifice remembered

Guru Nanak Gurdwara Smethwick commissioned Black 
Country sculptor Luke Perry to create the Lions of the 
Great War statue.
The monument honours the sacrifices made by 
South Asian service personnel of all faiths from 
the Indian subcontinent who fought for Britain 
in the Great War and other conflicts.

Millions of men from the Indian subcontinent 
fought in the two world wars, serving in the 
British Indian Army. Most never visited the 
country they were fighting for, yet many 
sacrificed their lives.

Sandwell Council has worked with the gurdwara to 
create a paved public space with seating and lighting as 
well as improving an adjoining green space. The site will 
be protected by Centenary Fields, run by the national 
charity Fields in Trust in partnership with The Royal British 

Legion.

Sandwell Council Leader Councillor Steve Eling said: 
“I hope this contributes to the growing recognition of 

the sacrifices that service personnel from South Asia 
and across Commonwealth countries have made for 
our country.”

A 10-foot high bronze statue of a Sikh soldier was unveiled in Smethwick High Street 
as part of Sandwell’s centenary commemorations.

Lions of the Great War unveiled

Find out more about how Sandwell marked the centenary at www.sandwell.gov.uk/firstworldwar100

Relatives of Sergeant Harold 
Colley at the commemorative 
paving stone in Victoria Park, 
left to right, Ivor Hadley (first 

cousin once removed), Ian 
West (great nephew) and 

Richard Hadley (first cousin 
twice removed)
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Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
from 7 to 23 December

Sandwell Park Farm, Salters Lane,
West Bromwich, B71 4BG

The magic of Christmas 
returns to Sandwell Valley 

Visit Santa Reindeer 
Children’s activities 

Festive food, drink and crafts 
Admission and other charges apply.

Book now, visit:
www.sandwell.gov.uk/santaatthevalley

Grit set go – we’re ready for winter

Nine new vehicles are ready to treat 
Sandwell’s roads with more than 55 tonnes 
of salt every time they leave the depot.

The new arrangement is slightly cheaper 
than leasing the vehicles. 

The new vehicles include three 4x4 gritters, 
which will be more effective in hilly areas. 

The investment follows a survey of residents 
who overwhelmingly supported the 
council’s winter maintenance efforts and 
prioritised its funding above many other 
council services.

 

Check out our website for more on winter 
gritting www.sandwell.gov.uk/gritting – 
and follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 
any school closures, weather updates or 
disruption to bin collections.
Sandwell’s gritting crew are on 24-hour 
standby until the end of April, to go out 
whenever roadside temperatures fall close 
to freezing.
Last winter, our gritting crew completed 
91 gritting runs covering 23,660 miles (the 
distance from Sandwell to Christchurch in 
New Zealand and back), putting down more 
than 5,000 tonnes of rock salt.

We’re well-prepared 
for winter, with 
more than 5,000 
tonnes of salt in 
stock and a new 
fleet of gritters 
ready to tackle snow 
and ice.

Christmas  
            carol concert
Sandwell’s Mayor Councillor Joy Edis is hosting a 
Civic Christmas Carol Concert at West Bromwich Town 
Hall on Saturday 8 December.
Buy your ticket by going to: 
www.thepeoplesboxoffice.com/129th-carol-concert 
All proceeds will go to the Mayor’s charities.
The event runs from 7pm to 9pm. 

Free parking in town centre car 
parks for Christmas shoppers

Shoppers can park for free in the council’s town 
centre car parks on the two Saturdays before 

Christmas.
There will be no charge on 15 and 22 December.  

Sunday parking is already free.   
This does not include Sandwell Valley  

car parks or on-street parking.

Check the list of council car parks at:  
www.sandwell.gov.uk/parking

Join A Candlelit Christmas at Haden Hill 
House and Haden Old Hall, Cradley Heath, 
on Thursday 6 December to see both houses 
dressed for the season, meet costumed 
characters, sing Christmas songs and carols, 
make paper chains and enjoy live music and 
dancing. Haden Old Hill is also open on Sunday 
9 and 16 December.

Oak House, West Bromwich, hosts A Candlelit 
Evening on Wednesday 12 December, with live 
music from the 12th to 17th centuries. Enjoy a 
Victorian Christmas magic lantern show, watch 
nailmaking and Tudor cooking demonstrations. 
Plus Christmas-themed cocktails and the tea 
room will also be open.

There’s a Yuletide Magic Fun Day at the 
Manor House, West Bromwich, on Sunday 9 
December. Visit Rudolph and his friends in the 
grounds or pop inside to watch a magic show 
with Ron Popple, create some Christmas crafts 
or browse some of our handmade craft stalls. 
To visit Santa in his grotto, call 0121 588 2985 
to book.

Make Christmas crafts and gifts at Santa’s 
After School Workshop at the Manor House 
on Monday 10 December and Thursday 
13 December. Singer Ian Casey performs 
Christmas classics on Friday 14 December.

From Santa’s grotto to candlelit evenings,  
there’s lots of festive wonder at Sandwell’s museums this Christmas.

�ristmas at Sandwell museums �ristmas at Sandwell museums 

For full listings, times and  
entry prices, including when you  
can see Santa in his grotto, go to  

www.sandwell.gov.uk/joininmuseums  
or follow ‘Sandwell Museums’ 

on Facebook and Twitter.

Gritting supervisors Lee Preece, right, and Mark Davis getting ready for winter with 
highways boss Councillor David Hosell at Sandwell Council's depot in Oldbury
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An urban park, children’s play area, football pitch and changing facilities 
will make up part of the new leisure centre site planned for Smethwick.

The site will be home to a new aquatics centre which is 
set to host the swimming and diving events for the 2022 
Commonwealth Games. It will also serve Sandwell as a 
world-class leisure centre for decades to come.

An Olympic-sized competition swimming pool, 25m diving 
pool, community pool, sports hall, gyms and a cycling 
studio are planned.

The site, at Londonderry Playing Fields, will also have 
parking spaces while trees and paths around the site will be 
preserved and improved. 

There will soon be details of local highway improvements, 
especially around the Queen’s Head junction.

We will be consulting residents shortly on the design of the 
building and the site. A full planning application will follow.

Leader of Sandwell Council, Councillor Steve Eling, said: 
“Smethwick desperately needs new leisure 
facilities – the big public survey we did last year 
told us that.

“We’ve worked hard to identify a suitable site 
that is not green-belt and to draw up plans that 
retain this as a green space combined with what 
will be a fantastic leisure facility.”

First glimpse of new leisure centre site

page 1
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Sandwell Aquatics Centre

The new leisure facility will also include as  
a minimum:

• an Olympic-sized competition swimming pool, a  
 25m diving pool, and a community pool

• 1,000 spectator seats

• diving and swimming events for the Games in 2022

• three activity studios

• 8-court sports hall

• 125-station gym

• 25-station ladies-only gym

• indoor cycling studio

• dry-dive facility

• sauna/steam room

• café

Keep up to date on our plans and the consultation at www.sandwell.gov.uk/aquaticscentre

Unauthorised encampments update

The cost to the council for dealing 
with unauthorised encampments, 
including clean-up, site security, 
bailiffs and court costs has gone 
from...

REDUCED by MORE THAN
Unauthorised encampments

£252k to 10k
to ZERO

80%
And the cost of dealing with 
unauthorised encampments –  
particularly the fly-tipping and 
damage left in the aftermath 
– fell by 96% from £252,000 
to just £10,000 last year and 
ZERO this year.

By reducing the number of 
unauthorised encampments 
and drastically cutting the 
time they spend in Sandwell 
by moving them on within 
hours, last year we saved 
£240,000 on security, court 
costs, bailiffs and clearing up 
fly-tipping.

We also recently received 
praise from the Government 
for the way we’re dealing with 
the issue.

We opened our transit site last 
year, unlocking powers that 
allow police to direct traveller 
groups to a transit site in 
Smethwick where they must 
pay rent and a deposit, or 
leave the borough.

We have also extended an 
injunction against a problem 
family.

Cabinet member for 
regeneration and economy 
Councillor Paul Moore said: 
“Since the transit site opened 
nearly a year ago, there have 
been 17 occasions when 
groups have attempted 
to set up unauthorised 
encampments in Sandwell. All 
of them have been ordered 
to move to the transit site or 
leave the borough within a 
matter of hours of their arrival.”

Did you know?
In 2016/17, travelling 
groups spent 577 days 
camped in Sandwell while 
the police and council 
used bailiffs and the court 
process to move them 
on. In 2017/18, this was 
reduced to just 33 days.

We’re continuing to tackle the issue of unauthorised encampments in Sandwell.
We’ve reduced the number of groups with 
caravans trespassing on our land by more than 
80% over the past two years.
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Two Sandwell kickboxers are 
celebrating after winning gold 
medals and English titles at a recent 
competition.
Sister and brother Ellie (age 18) and Jayden 
(age 11) from Wednesbury attended the 
championships in Worcester and fought 
superbly, both had to win three fights to take 
their respective titles.

Both fighters are members of the Great 
Britain elite squad and train regularly at the 
Rick Dubidat Blackbelt Academy in West 
Bromwich where they receive expert tuition.

Both Ellie and Jayden are being supported 
by Sandwell Council’s Gifted and Talented 
programme. 

The programme makes small financial grants 
to help young athletes to achieve their 
sporting potential. 

Ellie and Jayden have received support 
towards travel costs, kit and accommodation.

Councillor Bill Gavan, cabinet member for 
leisure, said: “This is just what the Gifted 
and Talented Programme is all about. I am 
delighted we’ve been able to support Ellie 
and Jayden and wish them all the best in their 
future competitions.”

The Gifted and Talented Programme is 
accepting funding applications from 
young athletes who need financial 
support to help them achieve at the 
highest levels.

  

For six-year-old Sandwell schoolgirl Evie, 
there is no doubt littering is rubbish!

Some young people have even caught the eye 
of the judges at ITV’s The Voice Kids. Young 
people sang in front of the producers, who 
were wowed by the talent they saw and have 
asked acts to apply to be on the show in 2019.

If you think you have what it takes, apply for an 
audition to enter next year’s SHAPE Your Talent.

We need young people age eight to 19 (25 for 
young people with disabilities) who live, work 
or study in Sandwell. 

We are looking for singers, dancers, magicians, 
comedians or any other talents that can be 
performed on stage.

There will be six auditions at venues in 
Sandwell between 9 and 20 March.

Find out where your nearest audition is and 
apply online at:  
www.sandwell.gov.uk/shapeevents

Calling all talented young people

Success for Ellie and Jayden

We had a bumper crop of talented young people in last year’s 
SHAPE Your Talent competition.

if you’re an aspiring athlete visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/giftedandtalented  
for more information on how to apply.

Evie says littering is 

rubbish
Evie, who goes to Eaton Valley Primary School in West Bromwich, 
wrote a letter and designed an eye-catching poster explaining to 
the council why littering and tipping rubbish is a bad thing and that 
she wants it to stop.

In her letter, she explained why she doesn’t like people throwing 
rubbish on the floor. She said: “I want the world to look wonderful, 
not scruffy. It will make the world complete if 
people do not throw their rubbish on the floor 
anymore."

To thank Evie for her efforts, the Mayor of 
Sandwell Councillor Joy Edis invited her to 
the Mayor’s Parlour. She said: "I was extremely 
impressed by Evie's colourful poster and it was 
lovely to meet Evie, along with her dad and 
grandparents. This important issue obviously 
matters very deeply to her."

Councillor Bill Gavan, Ellie and Jayden’s mom 
Clare, Ellie, Jayden and trainer Rick Dubidat
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Applying for a  
primary school place
If your child is due to start reception in September 2019 you need to have applied for a school place by Tuesday 15 January 2019.

Apply online at  
www.sandwell.gov.uk/schooladmissions

School meal providers in Sandwell have pledged 
to go further than the Government’s School Food 
Standards.
Children are already getting healthier options including 
more fruit and vegetables, healthier drinks and food 
lower in fat, salt and sugar.

More parents and carers will also be given the 
opportunity to come to taste school food.

Sandwell’s schools have gone a step further by running 
healthier cooking classes and creating vegetable 
gardens to engage children and families.

They are also sharing Change4Life guidance for 
healthier packed lunches and working to improve the 
overall lunchtime experience for children.

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet member for public 
health and protection, said: “It’s imperative that 
children are given healthy meals while at school and I’m 
delighted the school meals providers already do that. 
It’s great there are plans for more initiatives.”

Sandwell Council is working in collaboration with SIPs, 
Dolce, Autograph, Chartwells, CMC, AIP and Cityserve 
who provide meals in schools.

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: “These initiatives go much 
further than just providing a healthy school meal. I 
hope they will help children and families learn about 
healthy eating so they can use this knowledge at 
home.”

The new school is set to open in September 2019 to 
150 year seven pupils. Each year another 150 pupils 
will join until the school gets to its capacity of 750.

The three-storey building includes 15 classrooms, 
specialist science rooms, a large hall, a library and a 
suite for children with special educational needs and 
disabilities.
Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet member for 
children’s services, visited the site. 

He said: “I’m really excited about this new-build school. 
It will be the second high school to open in Sandwell 
in three years. 
“There is no secondary school nearby so West 
Bromwich Collegiate Academy will mean local 
children won’t have to travel as far to get to their 
nearest school.”
Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust will run the 
school. 

The Trust has a proven record of running an Ofsted 
rated ‘Outstanding’ high school in Smethwick along 
with many primary schools both in Sandwell and 
further afield.

George Faux has been appointed as Principal at West 
Bromwich Collegiate Academy. 
The building is being constructed by Interserve who 
are excited to be involved in the project.

Brand new school building under way in West Bromwich
Work has started for the new West Bromwich Collegiate Academy off Kelvin Way.

Adult learner gains 
university scholarship

School food set to be even better in Sandwell    

Aisha Abuzar enrolled with SAFL after 
only being in the UK for a short while.  
She studied English at Entry Level 3  
and progressed quickly to Level 1 on a  
fast-track course at Tipton College.

Aisha has now been offered a scholarship 
and been accepted on to a foundation 
degree course in media studies at the 
Birkbeck, University of London.

Talking about her time with SAFL,  
Aisha said: “For someone who was barely 
able to vocalise herself to being someone 
who’s now able to communicate, interact 
and improve herself on the foundation laid by phenomenal 
teaching is something I could never have imagined for myself.

“This self-growth and improvement has impacted every aspect 
of my life."

To find out more about Sandwell Adult and Family Learning go 
to www.learnsafl.ac.uk or call 0121 557 0837.

A former Sandwell Adult and Family Learning 
student has gained a scholarship to study at 
Birkbeck, University of London.

Lunchtime at All Saints C of E Primary School, with Councillor Elaine Costigan, Oliver, Angel, Lee, 
Sarabjeet, Councillor Simon Hackett and headteacher Jackie Beech

Children from Lyng Primary School who hope to go to West Bromwich Collegiate 
Academy with, left to right, Councillor Jackie Taylor, Councillor Iqbal Padda, Principal 

George Faux, Councillor Simon Hackett and Councillor John Edwards
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0800 358 0899
www.sandwellchildrenstrust.org  
or visit  SandwellFostering

JOIN 

US!

Make a difference
Foster with us
If you have the time, energy and commitment to care 
for a child, contact us to find out about fostering. 

Look out for details of our regular monthly information events 
across Sandwell (see our website for details)

‘Good’ rating for Youth Offending Service

The report praises the Youth Offending 
Service, part of Sandwell Children's 
Trust, for their "culture of innovation and 
creativity" when dealing with young 
people and their families.

The Right Honourable Jacqui Smith, Chair 
of Sandwell Children’s Trust, is thrilled 
with the 'Good' rating from the inspectors. 

She said: "We are very proud of our Youth 
Offending Service and the great work 
they do with some of the most hard-to-
reach young people in Sandwell.

"This is such a challenging area of 
work so we are thrilled we were able to 

demonstrate to inspectors the innovative 
approaches we use when working with 
young offenders."

Frances Craven, Chief Executive of 
Sandwell Children's Trust, added: "The 
inspectors were impressed with the staff 
and the work they are doing to help 
young offenders with some areas of work 
being deemed 'Outstanding'.

"We already have an improvement plan 
in place to work on the areas where we 
need to do better and we will continue to 
build on the strong base highlighted in 
many areas of the report."

Sandwell's Youth Offending Service has been praised by government 
inspectors and received an overall rating of 'Good' following their 
recent visit to the service.

Jacqui Smith, left, and, Frances Craven, right, with 
members of the Youth Offending Service
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2018 Holidays & 

Date Event
Jan 01 New Year's Day

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Jan 15 Martin Luther King Day

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 3 Feb 12 Lincoln's Birthday

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Feb 14 Valentine's Day

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Feb 14 Ash Wednesday

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Feb 16 Chinese New Year

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Feb 19 President's Day
Mar 11 Daylight Saving (begin)

Mar 17 St. Patrick's Day
Mar 20 Vernal equinox

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Mar 31 Passover

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 Apr 01 April Fool's Day

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Apr 01 Easter

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Apr 25 Admin Assistants Day

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 May 13 Mother's Day

29 30 27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 May 16 Ramadan begins

May 20 Pentecost
May 28 Memorial Day
Jun 14 Flag Day

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Jun 17 Father's Day

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 Jun 21 June Solstice

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Jul 04 Independence Day

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Sep 03 Labor Day

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Sep 10 Rosh Hashanah

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Sep 23 Autumnal equinox

30 Oct 08 Columbus Day
Oct 31 Halloween
Nov 04 Daylight Saving (end)

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Nov 11 Veterans Day

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 Nov 22 Thanksgiving

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Dec 02 Hanukkah begins

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Dec 21 December Solstice

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Dec 25 Christmas Day

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Dec 26 Kwanzaa begins

30 31 Dec 31 New Year's Eve

2018 Calendar with Holidays by Vertex42.com https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/2018.html

April May June

   © 2016 Vertex42 LLC. Free to Print.      

2018   
Observances

October November December

July August September

January February March

They’ve had a first-hand look at some of the 
great work done by staff, volunteers and local 
organisations. Here’s a taste of some of those visits.

Busy year for Sandwell Council’s cabinet

It’s been a busy year for Sandwell Council’s cabinet and they’ve been visiting different parts 
of the borough to see what’s happening in your town.

The cabinet popped into Santa’s grotto at last year’s Christmas at the Valley event (see page 3 for details of this year’s event at Sandwell Valley).

Members went on a tour of West Bromwich town centre in May, looking at the transformation of the town as well as issues that affect residents, shoppers and businesses.

Council Leader Steve Eling and members of the cabinet 
enjoyed a tour around Oak House Museum and its 

gardens, learning about the history of the building.

Oxford Road in West Bromwich is the council’s new  
£9.6 million supported housing development. Members 

visited the recently-completed development which 
provides a safe and modern environment for residents.

Councillors had a close look at a range of improvements 

made at Red House Park in Great Barr. These include a 

refurbished children’s play area, new football goals and 

tennis nets as well as woodland maintenance.

Sandwell Children’s Trust was launched in April 2018. 

Members of the cabinet paid a visit to the new Children’s 

Trust at the Wellman Building, Oldbury.

In June, members went to the Balaji Temple in Oldbury. 

They discussed ways to work together and members 

learned about the new Ghandi Peace Centre which was 

officially opened in November.
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However, air quality is still a concern for us 
in Sandwell, especially pollution caused by 
traffic.

There are certain parts of the borough where 
nitrogen dioxide levels are too high – these 
hotspots are where there is a lot of congestion 
on the roads.

That’s why we’ll soon be holding a public 
consultation on air quality and you can tell 
us what you think can be done to improve 
matters.

Sandwell Council Leader Councillor Steve 
Eling said: “We take air pollution very seriously. 
We don’t need special zones or congestion 
charges but we are working hard to improve 
air quality.

“We are also keeping up the pressure on the 
Government for the support and funding 
we need to tackle this issue and protect the 
health of our residents.

“We’re focused on cutting congestion, 
reducing emissions and encouraging walking 
and cycling – from better traffic signalling to 
car and bike sharing schemes.”

Plans for cleaner buses, improving the Birchley 
Island junction and the Wednesbury to 
Brierley Hill Metro extension will also help.

To contribute to the consultation, which will 
be launched in March, go to  
www.sandwell.gov.uk/airquality

The days of foundries and factories pumping out lots of black 
smoke into the atmosphere are gone.

Improving air quality in Sandwell 
Sign up for your MySandwell  
account today and…

REPORT fly-tipping and abandoned vehicles 

REQUEST a new bin 

APPLY to join the housing register

PAY your rent, Council Tax and other invoices 

BOOK a bulky collection

REGISTER a birth, death or marriage 

Save time, do it online…

www.sandwell.gov.uk/mysandwell

Report abandoned vehicle Book a bulky collection

Report a missed bin

21201918171615
28272625242322

313029

141312111098
7654321

CALENDAR

When is my bin day?

Report a street light

Save time,
do it online

Sign up for your account today

my.sandwell.gov.uk

Book a bulky collectionReport abandoned vehicle Housing registration

Order a new bin

Online payments

Registrars

The Couch to 5K programme – which gets people running together and  
collectively building up 5,000 metres – is going from strength to strength.
The nine-week Sandwell Leisure Trust course is 
aimed at beginners and has a genuine community 
buzz with everyone encouraging each other.

Hundreds have been introduced to a new lifestyle 
already following courses at Hadley Stadium, Old 
Hill Cricket Club, Portway Lifestyle Centre and 
Tipton Sports Academy.

New courses will start in the spring – details at: 
www.slt-leisure.co.uk/activity/couch-to-5k

Councillor Jackie Taylor, who took part in the Old 
Hill course, said: “It was all smiles at the beginning 
of the run and smiles at the end. Who better to 
turn to for support but Sandwell Leisure Trust.  
The group and staff were very welcoming.”

SLT’s Neil Duggan said: "Demand and interest has 
been phenomenal as word spreads about the 
inspirational body shape changing and health 
transformation experiences that our Couch to 5K 
participants have both enjoyed and achieved.”

Couch to 5K success

A Couch to 5K session at 
Old Hill Cricket Club

Councillor Jackie Taylor
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Welfare  
Rights  
Service

The Welfare Rights Service will help you to:
• Check if you are entitled to benefits • Help you to make a claim for benefits
• Represent you if your claim has been refused

This service is available to all residents in Sandwell whether you are in work or not. 

  Rent first
• You will be responsible for paying your rent to your landlord.
• Let your landlord know as soon as you make a claim for Universal  
 Credit. They can provide you with the right advice about paying your rent.
• Universal Credit is paid once a month in arrears and usually includes an amount  
 towards your rent.  If Universal Credit doesn’t cover the full rent amount, you  
 will need to make arrangements to pay the difference.
• When you first claim Universal Credit it can take up to six to eight weeks before  
 you receive your first payment. You will still need to pay rent during this period.

All new working age benefit claimants will now need to claim  
Universal Credit and all those on Universal Credit live service will be  
moved over to full service.
The introduction of Universal Credit started on 14 November.  Take steps now to make sure that you are ready for this change.

has arrived
If so... 

you NEED to 
read this

Do you claim benefits?   ✓
Are you of working age?   ✓

Do you need help getting online?                      
You will need to go online to complete and manage your 
application for Universal Credit.
If you struggle to use a computer, don’t use email and are of working age on benefit, UC Start is for you.

You can get up to two hours of free one-to-one support that will help you to get online to apply for benefits, 
search for jobs and keep on top of your benefit claim and job applications.

You will get help to: 
•   set up a valid email address if you haven’t already got one
•   access and use your email account
•   navigate the internet, for example to find out about benefits and  
 search for jobs
Phone: 0121 726 3408  Email: UCStart@citizensadvicesandwell.org.uk

Or call in to your local Citizens Advice Sandwell office:  

UC Start... 
is here to help

www.citizensadvicesandwell.org.uk/local-offices

Useful websites Moving to Universal Credit
www.sandwell.gov.uk/universalcredit
 

BetterOff Sandwell  
www.sandwell.betteroff.org.uk  

Universal Credit  
www.gov.uk/universal-credit  

Don’t delay!

supporting you to manage your money
Are you struggling to make ends meet?   
Worried about moving to monthly payments under Universal Credit?
If you are of working age and on benefits, we can provide free,  
one-to-one support.

You will be offered a wide range  
of support such as:
•   basic household budgeting
•  setting up and managing a bank account
•  how to set up and manage direct debits
•  help with getting ID  •  benefit check
•  help with water bills  •  debt advice
•  discretionary housing payment 
•  signposting to other services such as  
   employment support and help getting online

Call the Welfare Rights advice line 0121 569 3158  
or email welfarerights_team@sandwell.gov.uk

The advice line is open Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm and Friday 9am to 4.30pm.  
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Safer Sandwell
We're working together through the Safer Sandwell Partnership and with the 
West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner to make a safer borough for all.

If you’re planning on buying a used 
car, make sure you know your rights.
Across the West Midlands, councils received more than 5,000 
complaints about used car sales last year. 

So we’ve published mini-guides on your rights when you buy a 
second-hand car, tips on choosing a car and what to do on a test drive.

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet member for public health and 
protection, said: “Used car sales remains one of the most complained 
about areas of trading standards law and tackling this is a priority area 
for the team.

“Buying a car can be an exciting thing and it is easy to miss signs of 
faults or damage, this can be compounded by unscrupulous dealers 
hiding issues.

 “These guides are intended to help consumers see past the sales 
patter and identify the good cars from the bad.”

To view the guides go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/buyingacar

Buying a 
second-
hand car?

Our annual six-week autumn Safer 6 campaign promotes safety, crime prevention and 
healthy living to thousands of people. 

Go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/safer6  
to find out this year’s results from your town.
This year, we focused on:
• Tackling crime and anti-social behaviour
• Supporting young people
• Tackling environmental issues
• Working with partners and local people

Safer 6 involves the council, police and fire service, 
together with councillors, health and probation  
services and community and voluntary groups.

Thanks to everyone who took part.

KNOW  
YOUR 
RIGHTS

Safer 6 success across six towns

Adam, who was abused by a distant relative 
aged eight, has already advised hundreds 
of parents how to keep their children safe, 
including protecting them online.

The abuse Adam suffered set him on a 
downward dark path. But aged 16 he made 
the decision to turn his life around.

Adam has since chaired Sandwell’s SHAPE 
Youth Forum and developed the Clickwise 
online safety training programme for parents, 
students and community groups.

Adam said: “It’s vital we get the  
message out to young people and 
their parents that nobody should have 
to suffer in silence and stay a victim 
forever.

“Abuse thrives in secrecy. Nobody will 
know what has happened until you 
make your story heard. Justice is what 
you deserve. You’re a survivor.”

For advice on reporting abuse:
www.sandwell.gov.uk/reportabuse

The PCC Awards also saw quick-thinking bus 
driver Garry Williams from Tipton shortlisted 
for the Outstanding Citizen Award after he 
narrowly avoided colliding with a suicidal 
man. Garry was driving his number 5 bus on 
a busy dual carriageway on the way to West 
Bromwich.

And Faithful Friends – a group of diverse 
faith leaders from Sandwell – was shortlisted 
for their efforts to bring together communities 
and encourage understanding between faiths. 

Outstanding Citizen Award for Adam
Adam Shaikh from Smethwick has won the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
Outstanding Citizen Award for his work to prevent other young people being sexually abused.

West Midlands PCC David Jamieson, said: “Adam is an 
inspiration to us all. To see him turn his life around and 
dedicate his time to advising and helping others is 
remarkable and uplifting.”

Safer 6 launch event at 
Haden Cross Community 

Fire Station

Garry Williams Faithful Friends on Tour

Jack and Sophie meet Sandwell Police officers at the Safer 6 launch
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We’ve teamed up with public health provider Everyone Health to 
offer free NHS Health Checks to people aged 40 to 74.
This new, two-year partnership is aimed at helping adults stay healthier for longer.

The simple, non-invasive checks help people understand their risks of developing preventable 
health issues such as heart disease, Type 2 diabetes and kidney disease.

Everyone Health also offers advice on simple lifestyle changes that can reduce the likelihood 
of being affected by these conditions.

NHS Health Checks will be offered at GP surgeries across Sandwell as well as workplaces.

To book your NHS Health Check, call Healthy Sandwell on 0800 011 46 56  
or visit www.healthysandwell.co.uk 

Look after your sexual health
It’s now quicker and easier to access support and look 
after your sexual health.
Sandwell Council and Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust have joined forces 
to provide a single Sandwell Sexual Health Service.

The service offers:

•	 advice and guidance about sexually transmitted diseases

•	 access to contraception

•	 sexually transmitted infection (STI) testing kits

Walk-in clinics and bookable appointments are also available across Sandwell.

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet member for public health and protection, said: “The new 
STI testing kits are available to order online, offering our residents the opportunity to carry 
them out at a time and location to suit.

“By offering a service that enables people to carry out a test in private, pop the kit in the post 
and receive their results by text, we hope to take away some of their worries. Detecting STIs 
early is so important as this means they can be more easily treated.”

For more information, go to  
www.healthysandwell.co.uk 

Call 0800 011 46 56 or 0121 569 5100,  
text GETHEALTHY to 87007  
or email ls@nhs.net

Still time  
to get a flu jab
Help us help you this winter by 
getting your flu vaccination.
Pregnant women, parents of children aged two and 
three and adults with underlying health conditions 
are urged to have the free vaccination as they are at 
particular risk from flu.

For most children, the flu vaccine is not an injection, 
just a quick and easy nasal spray.

If you are eligible and haven’t had your flu vaccine 
yet this year, contact your GP, pharmacist or 
midwife.

www.nhs.uk/fluvaccine

With the days getting darker and 
colder it’s very tempting to stay 
indoors and hibernate for the winter. 
Doing this can actually make you feel 
worse. 

Making sure you’re physically active during the 
cold months can boost both your energy levels 
and your mood.

There’s loads going on in Sandwell to help you 
stay active during the winter months. You might 
want to try one of our many outdoor gyms or 
give a new exercise class a go. 

Whatever your interest, there is an activity to 
suit you.

Stay active this winter

For advice search 'Get Active' at www.healthysandwell.co.uk

It’s easy at this time of year to lose track of how many units  
you’re having.
The Drink Free Days app is a simple and easy way to track the days 
you drink alcohol and the days you don’t. Feel healthier, lose weight 
and save money – simply nominate days to take off drinking and get 
practical, daily support to help you stick to it.  Search online for the  
One You Drink Free Days tracker.

If you’re worried about your own or someone else’s drinking habits, 
please contact Healthy Sandwell on 0800 011 46 56.

A healthier Christmas 
with
Christmas 
parties, family 
gatherings and 
meeting up with 
friends can mean 
an increase in the 
amount of booze 
you’re drinking.

Don’t miss 
your NHS 
Health Check
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Care staff have been recognised for their work 
promoting the importance of treating older 
people with dignity.

The 15 employees – who work in care settings across Sandwell – are 
the first to complete a special programme to become human rights 
and dignity champions in their workplaces.

They will now promote what they have learned to other colleagues and 
challenge situations where they believe rights are being compromised 
or not promoted.

The champion role is all about improving the quality of life for residents 
receiving care.

One champion, Jayne Buckingham, who works at Holly Grange, one of 
the council’s extra-care housing schemes, designed a special doll called 
Freda – to help her spread the dignity message.

She explained: “Freda’s name spells out Fairness, Respect, Equality, 
Dignity and Autonomy, which represents the five principles of human 
rights.”

Councillor Ann Shackleton, cabinet member for social care, said: 
“I have been tremendously impressed by our champions who do a 
difficult and often under-appreciated job supporting some of our more 
vulnerable residents.”

For anyone in Sandwell diagnosed with dementia, charity BUDS offers 
a variety of services and activities.
Activity sessions are provided by experienced co-ordinators and volunteers.  
They offer people the opportunity to socialise, receive support and take part in 
creative and stimulating activities centred around the memory.  
Most of these sessions include a hot meal and transport.
Contact BUDS (Better Understanding of Dementia for Sandwell)  
for more details on 0121 565 3721 or email info@buds.co.uk
www.buds.co.uk

Carers leading the way with dignity

Help your local GP practice
Want to get more involved in your GP practice?
You can join or help set up a Patient Participation Group (PPG), which can support 
practices to provide a range of health-related social activities.

These may include walking groups, exercise classes and trips out for older people as 
well as educational opportunities to help patients look after their own health.

The PPG at Dartmouth Medical Practice in West Bromwich is doing some fantastic 
work. It recently held an NHS 70 celebration event, raising funds for local charities and 
providing healthy living information.

Margaret Holden, Dartmouth Medical Centre practice manager, said: “We are so lucky 
to have a group of people who are willing to give up their time to help the practice in 
all areas. We now see our PPG as an extended part of the team.”

To get involved, ask your GP practice for more details, email Sandwell and West 
Birmingham CCG SWBCCG.engagement@nhs.net or call 0121 612 1447.

Dementia support

Your one stop shop for wellbeing
Want to know more about great 
activities and support in your 
local area?
www.route2wellbeing.info is the one 
stop shop you’re looking for.  

This web-based directory highlights a 
wide range of community-based health 
and wellbeing activities based on where 
you live, including opening times and 
contact details.  

From social and leisure groups, exercise 
and fitness classes, general advice and 
guidance to information on training, 
managing your budget, family support or 
listening services – route2wellbeing has 
them all. 

 

Councillor Ann Shackleton congratulates Sandwell’s first human 
rights and dignity champions and meets Freda the doll
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Diabetes community group
A new social group is supporting people 
diagnosed with Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes.
The group meets at Glebefields Library, St Mark’s Road, Tipton,  
on a monthly basis to offer support to  
people with diabetes and to their families, 
friends and carers. 

All ages are welcome.
For more details, call Sue on  
07486 943732.

Blind and visually impaired people are finding new 
ways to get active in Sandwell. 
Charity Sandwell Visually Impaired is adding new Paralympic-
inspired activities to its already action-packed programme.

Blind archery, indoor cycling and gym sessions are now on offer at 
Portway Lifestyle Centre, Oldbury, along with swimming at West 
Bromwich Leisure Centre.

Sessions also offer the opportunity to socialise and make new 
friends. Guide dogs are looked after during activities.

For something a bit more relaxing, visually impaired people 
may find SVI’s tea and toast drop-in sessions at West 

Bromwich Town Hall more of their cup of tea.

Call the SVI office on 0121 525 4810  
or email info@sandwellvisuallyimpaired.org.uk for session times and  
more information.       

Reading Well encourages libraries to 
offer a range of books which provide 
helpful information and support for 
managing common mental health 
conditions or dealing with difficult 
feelings and experiences.

Subjects include mindfulness, 
depression, anxiety and grief as 
well as body image and body 
dysmorphic disorder, binge eating 
and obsessive compulsive disorder.

Some books include personal stories 
from people living with or caring for 
someone with mental health needs.

The books have been recommended 
by mental health professionals 
and people with experience of the 
conditions covered. 

Reading Well books are available in 
all of Sandwell’s 19 libraries and its 
mobile library service.

A scheme to help people understand and manage their 
mental health and wellbeing through reading has been 
launched at our libraries.

Sandwell 
Visually 

Impaired 
hits the 

target

Councillor Syeda Khatun, deputy council leader; Councillor 
Joy Edis, Mayor of Sandwell; and Jean Fenn, Oldbury 
Library manager, launching the Reading Well initiative

Under-16s living in Sandwell can swim for free at leisure facilities during school holidays.

More than 80,000 young people have taken part in the free swimming scheme since it started in 
2013.

Free fruit, some of which is provided by Tesco, will be available at leisure centres for a trial period 
as a healthier option to the limited choice of snacks in vending machines.

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet member for public health and protection, said: “This is a great 
example of how the council, local businesses and leisure services can work closely to promote 
healthy eating to all our residents.”

Go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming for more information and to sign up for  
free swimming, 

Free swims and fruit!
Children attending free swimming sessions are being offered fruit to  
help them achieve their five-a-day targets and promote healthier snacks.

Feeling those post-Christmas blues?
Sandwell libraries are here with all the help you need to beat those 
Blue Monday blues. From Monday 21 January, libraries will be running 
events and activities including coffee mornings, talks, knit and natter 
sessions and more.  
www.discoversandwell.co.uk                      www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries

Councillor Elaine Costigan meets 
staff and customers at West 

Bromwich Leisure Centre

Domestic abuse – help available
If you’re affected by domestic violence or abuse, or know someone 
who is, please get in touch for advice and support.
Call Black Country Women’s Aid on 0121 553 0090 (0121 552 6448 out of 
hours) or the free 24-hour national helpline 0808 2000 247. 

Always call 999 in an emergency.

www.sandwell.gov.uk/domesticabuse

Reading Well for  
health and wellbeing
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Dedicated plans are being drawn up for each of 
Sandwell’s six towns to keep improving public 
services and the quality of life for residents and 
businesses.

From boosting health to improving community safety, the council 
is working with a number of partner organisations and community 
groups to agree town plans tackling a wide range of issues as part of 
its Vision 2030 for Sandwell’s future. 
For more information, visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/vision2030

Town grants helping your community

 Are you passionate about where you live? 
 
We’re looking for people in every community and neighbourhood of our six towns to help rid Sandwell of 
litter, increase the amount of litter we recycle and tidy up public areas. We are working with Litter Watch 
and our waste partner Serco to recruit volunteer groups.
This is on top of our existing cleansing service provided by our waste partner Serco, which will provide the 
equipment to volunteers and dispose of the litter collected from public land.
The project, which is supported by our town grants scheme, runs until March 2019. To get involved 
email tiptonlitter@aol.com or call 0121 557 6970.

Make Sandwell sparkle

Town plans to benefit all Sandwell people

Worrapalava Arts consultant artist Brendan Hawthorne, centre, with 
councillors Steve Eling and Ann Jaron. A town grant supported a special 
performance of Brendan’s First World War play, Two Mothers of Distant Sons, 
and a writing workshop at Lightwoods House.

A town grant is helping people take up health activities. Health worker Anam Choudhury, 
pictured with Chantel Kennings, councillors Pam Hughes and Peter Hughes and 
Wednesbury Baptist Church minister Esther Gladwish, is engaging with groups at faith 
centres across Sandwell to encourage people to eat healthily and become more active.

Supporting community projects
Our town grants are helping Sandwell people of all ages in a number of ways – from supporting local 
events and community groups to funding health and environmental improvement projects.

Sandwell’s environment champion Councillor Bill 
Cherrington, centre, at a litter pick in Lewisham 

Road, Smethwick, with councillors and volunteers 
from Litter Watch and Bangladeshi Islamic Centre
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Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet member for children's 
services, visited Oldbury Library on 13 September to see the 
staff perform a Charlie and the Chocolate Factory-inspired 
play to children. 

He said: ”Roald Dahl books are as popular as ever and it’s 
great to mark Roald Dahl Day with these events.

“Some these books are more than 50 years old. They are 
still inspiring to children and still manage to capture their 
imagination.”

Landmarks of Langley brings 
together history, poetry, 
photography and animation –
celebrating the unique heritage 
and culture of Langley.

A special map – Within Walking 
Distance – has also been 
designed illustrating 24 Langley 
landmarks.

Some of the more well-known 
landmarks highlighted are: Uncle 
Ben’s Bridge, the Titford Pools, 
Titford Pumphouse and the 
Barlow Theatre.

The project was created by the 
Friends group working with local 
people and school children. 

It was funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and Arts Council 
England.

The exhibition is on display at 
Langley Library, where copies of 
the map are available.

It moves to Sandwell Council 
House, Oldbury, from Monday 7 
January, 2019.

 

Landmarks of Langley

St Francis Xavier pupils Charlie, Flynn, 
Madzia and Julia with library Storyplayers 
and Councillor Simon Hackett

Roald Dahl Day in Oldbury Library
Children from St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary School in Oldbury 
were treated to a special performance to mark Roald Dahl Day.

Howzat! project boosts 
sports and self-esteem
A scheme using cricket to improve the health, 
fitness and self-esteem of young people has 
been launched in Tividale.

The Tividale Youth Sports project will see regular midweek 
and weekend cricket club sessions being organised in 
Tividale Park.

Young people not in full-time education, employment or 
training will also be able to tap into day-time sessions to 
get advice and help on jobs and training opportunities.

The project is being delivered by The Healthy Employment 
Hub (THEH), a social enterprise based in Albert Street, 
Oldbury. It has been supported by a town grant.

 

High-rise Hackwood 
House gets makeover 
A multi-million pound refurbishment 
to an Oldbury high-rise is now 
complete.

Tenants at Hackwood House on the Lion Farm 
Estate have seen their block undergo a massive 
facelift since work began in September last year.

Altogether three blocks – the other two being 
Wallace House and Harry Price House – are getting 
a makeover worth around £10 million between 
them.

Hackwood House is the first to be finished with 
works to the other two blocks expected to be 

completed in spring 2019.

Improvements to the 
blocks include new 
windows, balcony 
doors and panels, front 
entrances and rear 
exits, pitched roofs and 
insulated cladding.

Inside lifts are also 
being replaced and 
communal areas 
redecorated. External 
landscaping and car 
park improvements 
will follow.

The 18-month long 
project is being 
carried out by 
Lovell for Sandwell 
Council.

An exhibition created by the Friends of Langley Library 
comes to Sandwell Council House in the new year.

Figures from 2017 show of the top ten books borrowed most often from Sandwell libraries of all genres, nine were Roald Dahl classics.

Mayor Councillor Joy Edis with chair of the Friends of Langley Library 
Alderman Martin Prestidge, poet Emma Purshouse and Phil Clayton, 

vice-president of Birmingham Canal Navigations Society

Councillor Susan Downing, Oldbury town chair Councillor Suzanne Hartwell,  
The Healthy Employment Hub’s Sheraz Khan and deputy council leader  

Councillor Syeda Khatun
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Check out your town’s results 
from the recent Safer 6 campaign at

www.sandwell.gov.uk/saferoldbury
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A new sculpture to honour people 
who fought to preserve Haden 
Hill House and Haden Old Hall in 
Cradley Heath has been installed.
The Friends of Haden Hill Estate commissioned Black 
Country sculptor Luke Perry to create the wedding 
bower.

Ken Smith, chair of the Friends group, said: “We 
wanted to do something to commemorate what 
was done by the late Meryl Cockin, The Preservation 
Society, The Protection Society and others in the 
1970s to save these two wonderful buildings. 

“We wanted to create a focal point, which can also be 
used for wedding photography.”

Luke Perry has designed the bower using influences 
from the park, including the dragons on the cast iron 
park benches installed in the 1930s.

Haden Hill House and Haden Old Hall were derelict 
and faced a real risk of being demolished in the 
early 1970s. However, following a big campaign, the 
houses were saved and eventually restored. 

Go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums for details 
about Haden Hill House and Haden Old Hall, 
including how to book a wedding. 

Josephine, age 77, was a governor 
at the school for 31 years and was 
chair of governors for the past 20 
years.

Josephine Brown said: “I shall 
really miss being part of the 
school community where I have 
volunteered since 1976, first 
as a class helper and then 
as a governor.

“My experience has 
taught me that the key 
to success is having the 
right governors in place 
and making sure they 
have the right training 
for the role.”

Headteacher at Tividale 
Community Primary, 
Emma Burnell said: “On 
behalf of the school 
staff and pupils I want to 
thank Josephine for all 
she has done for Tividale 
Community Primary.”

Under Josephine’s watch, the 
school went from being classed as 
failing in the year 2000 and is now 
rated Outstanding by Ofsted.

Stanley’s Youth Club, based in Knowle 
Church school rooms, Dudley Road, received 
a town grant from Sandwell Council to pay 
for the trip and art materials to create a pride 
of lion masks.

The grant enabled the children to observe 
animals at the zoo and, with the help of 
local artist Rebecca Stansbie, they were then 
given lessons on how to draw along with 
other art techniques.

Stanley’s Youth Club owner Susan Powis 
said: “The funding from the town grant has 
had a significant impact upon the use of art 
skills and confidence in applying the skills. 
Some children started with an attitude of ‘I 
can’t draw’ but after the sessions with Miss 
Stansbie this changed significantly.”

The youth club is open every Tuesday from 
6.30pm to 8.30pm to children aged 10 to 13. 

Spectacular animal art at youth club

Tividale chair of governors retires
Josephine Brown retired from her role as a chair of 
governors at the end of the summer term this year.

Children from Springfield, Rowley Regis, were treated to a trip to Dudley Zoo 
to inspire them to create spectacular artwork.

21st Century Child
Sandwell Council and partners have officially launched 
the 21st Century Child project at St Michael’s C of E 
High School in Rowley Regis.

The project, already piloted at St Michael’s, will raise 
awareness with students and parents and carers on issues 
this generation of young people face.

The programme will roll out across Sandwell schools and 
includes workshops on issues including alcohol, drug use, 
crime and staying safe online.

Deputy council leader Councillor Syeda Khatun, left, and Rowley Regis town chair  
Councillor Susan Eaves, right, meet the team and children at Stanley’s Youth Club

 

New sculpture at Haden Hill

The launch of the 21st Century Child project at St Michael’s
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Sons of Rest revamp 
complete

Christmas at Lightwoods Park 
and House
Get into the Christmas spirit 
and join us at Lightwoods 
House for some festive fun.
On Sunday 16 December, come 
along for Christmas carols in the 
bandstand and activities inside 
the house, 3-7pm.

And on Monday 17 December 
at 7pm, enjoy an audience with 
Charles Dickens as he regales 
his audience with Another 
Christmas Carol.

This one-man stage show is 
delivered in the style of the 
public performances the great 
Victorian writer gave during 
the 19th century, with chills 
and laughter to get you in the 
Christmas mood.

Tickets are £8 for adults, £7 for over 65s and students and £6 for children. 
To book for the Dickens play, pop into the house,  
email lightwoods_house@sandwell.gov.uk or call 0121 569 4141.

Top 10 finish for Warley Woods
We’re thrilled that Warley Woods has again been named among 
the UK’s favourite parks. 

The Woods is in this year’s 
Keep Britain Tidy Green Flag 
People’s Choice Award, which 
celebrates the public’s top 10 
parks nationally from more 
than 1,800 sites.

Viv Cole, manager of the trust 
that runs the woods, said: 
“It’s the third year in the row 
we’ve been named in the 
public vote.

“We are so grateful to 
everyone who voted again 
for Warley Woods and who 
encouraged others to vote. 
People’s enthusiasm for The 
People’s Park is clearly not diminishing as we are 
managing to make the list each year,” she added.

If Warley Woods is your favourite park, then why 
not become a member of the Trust? 

Every membership fee and donation goes into 
ensuring Warley Woods remains special for now 
and future generations.  It’s £12 for families, £6 
for individuals or £4 for concessions.  
Go to www.warleywoods.org.uk for details.

Smethwick dinner lady retires 
A Smethwick dinner lady has retired after more than 17 years of 
helping at lunchtimes at Crocketts Community Primary School.

Brenda Burrows, age 75, has 
supervised more than 3,000 
lunchtimes at the Smethwick school 
but is now looking forward to 
retiring.
Brenda was treated to a special 
assembly where she was presented 
with hand-made cards from the 
children and gifts from the school 
staff.
Brenda said: “I’ve really enjoyed 
working at Crocketts Primary and 
shall miss all the children and staff. 
Thank you for all the lovely cards and 
presents.”
Headteacher Lynne Paino said: 
“Brenda has been with the school a 
long time and we will all miss her. 
“On behalf of the school staff and 
children I want to wish her all the 
best in her retirement.” 

Smethwick school to be extended
Construction has started to increase the capacity at 
Shireland Collegiate Academy in Smethwick.
The new building will have 20 classrooms and is expected to be 
completed by September 2019. It is being built on existing school 
land off Grange Road.
The capacity at Shireland Collegiate Academy, rated outstanding 
by Ofsted, will rise from 975 pupils to 1,250 pupils. The new 
building will help the school to accommodate the extra 275 pupils.
The £5.4m extension is being built by services and construction 
firm Interserve.

Cabinet member for children’s services Councillor Simon Hackett and headteacher Lynn Paino with 
Brenda Burrows and school governor Councillor Danny Millard

 

Executive principal Sir Mark Grundy, centre, with councillors 
Mohammad Rouf, Roger Horton, Farut Shaeen and Simon Hackett
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Maureen’s honour at portrait
Maureen Whitehouse, a former deputy mayor and councillor for Great 
Bridge, is feeling very honoured after being nominated to have her 
portrait painted by a local artist.
Artist David Johnson painted her as part of a ‘character portraits’ project 
after being nominated by Tipton town chair Councillor Ann Jarvis.
Maureen, who has volunteered in Great Bridge for more than 40 years, 
said: “I felt very honoured. I had to sit for over four hours and didn’t 
know what to expect. I’m very pleased with the portrait.”
The portrait is on display at Great Bridge Library.
Midland Film and Art (MFAA) managed the portraits project, which  
was funded by Arts Council (England).

Children in Great Bridge aged five to 14 have 
been getting the chance to enjoy growing 
some vegetables and flowers at the special 
Kabbages and Kidz project in Farley Park. 
Councillor Syeda Khatun, Sandwell Council 
deputy leader, called in to meet the young 
growers and see their work.

The project has been supported by a town 
grant from Sandwell Council.

Councillor Khatun said: “It was really good 
see the children who may not have had the 
opportunity to grow vegetables and plants 
before.”

Maureen Whitehouse, chair of Great Bridge 
Community Forum, said: “The children have 
worked really hard on the allotment.

“We’ve also incorporated visits from 
Sandwell’s Eco Bus to enhance the project and 
complement the work the children are doing 
on the allotment.”

The Great Bridge Community Forum, which 
has been operating for more than 20 years, 
works with people aged five to 80-plus and 
offers a wide range of activities, including play 
schemes, walking groups and special sports 
and social events for adults with physical and 
learning difficulties.

Kidz grow kabbages!

Congratulations to Angela Gibson 
who won the Tipton photo 
competition with her lovely winter 
landscape at Sheepwash Local 
Nature Reserve.
Thanks to all the photographers 
who entered the competition 
and everyone who voted for 
their favourite online or at Tipton 
libraries.
Angela said: “I have lived near 
Sheepwash since I was a child 
and enjoy watching the seasons 
change over there through the 
year, something I am now sharing 
with my young daughter.”

Melanie Gee has taught her entire 
career in schools in Sandwell since 
gaining her teaching degree in  
1984 – a total of 34 years.
Her career began at Old Park Primary 
School, Wednesbury. Since then 
Melanie worked at Wednesbury Oak 
Primary, Hateley Heath Infant School 
which became Hateley Heath Primary 
School before becoming headteacher 
at Sacred Heart Primary School.
Melanie Gee said: "As I reach the end 
of my teaching career, I would like 
to say that I have always been 
very proud to say that I work in 
Sandwell.”

She added: “It has been a privilege to 
have served the children and families 
of Sandwell for 34 years."
Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children's services, said: 
"Throughout her career Melanie 
will have taught thousands of 
children. I want to thank Melanie 
for her hard work and dedication 
to schools in Sandwell and wish her 
all the best in her retirement."

Staff and pupils at Sacred Heart Primary School in Tipton will 
bid their headteacher a very fond farewell when she retires at 
the end of term in December.

Fond farewell to one of Sandwell’s 
longest-serving teachers

Photo winner

New outdoor play area opens
A new children’s outdoor play area has 
opened in Wednesbury Oak Green Space 
thanks to funding from Sandwell Council’s 
town grants scheme.
The new features include a small play area 
with play equipment and a toddler play area 
for children aged two to six.

Councillor Bill Cherrington, Tipton town vice 
chair, said: “We know that one of the first 
opportunities for exercise open to many 
children is in a local playground. 
“The playground is now a space for all the 
family to enjoy.”

Councillor Simon Hackett and pupils  
with Melanie Gee

 

Tipton town chair Councillor Ann Jarvis and deputy leader 
Councillor Syeda Khatun meet the Kabbages and Kidz team
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Your Wednesbury councillors

Skip days are helping tackle fly-tipping across Wednesbury 
and give the area a good tidy-up.

Residents have joined neighbourhood officers, councillors and 
partners to hold litter picks and fill the skips.

Litter Watch, Serco, young people’s services, police, anti-social 
behaviour officers, Cranstoun Sandwell and South Staffs Water have 
all helped out.

Keep an eye on the Sandwell Neighbourhoods Twitter  
@SandwellNhoods for any future locations and dates.

We’re working closely with the police to reduce anti-social 
behaviour reported by residents in the Oxford Street area.

We’ve recently improved our CCTV coverage of Mesty Croft playing 
fields and installed gates to combat noisy and dangerous off-road 
motorbikes.

We also took a tenant to court to evict them from their council home. The tenant, who 
committed assaults and violent and threatening behaviour, was arrested and sent to 
prison for three years.

The tenant had breached their tenancy conditions by being involved in acts of crime and anti-
social behaviour.

Please report anti-social behaviour to the council at www.sandwell.gov.uk/asb  
or call 0121 368 1166. You can also call police on 101.

Overall, more than half of students (53%) 
achieved Grade 4 or better in both English and 
Maths, a 13 percentage point increase on last 
year. Some 28% of students also achieved Grade 
5 or better in English and maths.

Students had particular success in maths with 
37% achieving a Grade 5 or better, more than 
double than last year, while 44% achieved a 
Grade 5 or better in English

Wodensborough Ormiston Academy has also 
recently been accredited with three top national 
quality marks – a silver Anti-Bullying Quality 

Mark, the Leading Parent Partnership Award and 
being recognised as a Centre of Excellence by the 
Inclusion Quality Mark.

Principal Leigh Moore said: “We have had an 
absolutely fantastic year at WOA. Our staff, students 
and our local community should be very proud of 
our achievements. These latest sets of results stand 
as a testament to the hard work, dedication and 
commitment of all of our students and staff. 

“It is another milestone achievement in our journey 
as we continue to move forward to strive for 
excellence for our community.”

Students at Wodensborough Ormiston Academy (WOA) in Wednesbury are 
celebrating after receiving the best GCSE and BTEC results in the academy’s 
history with improvement across the board.

Operation Skip!

Best-ever results for Wodensborough

From Wednesbury to Windsor
Members of the Wednesbury Older People Group were treated  
to a day trip to Windsor thanks to a town grant.
The trip was to give members a chance to socialise with others, 
helping to reduce social isolation and keep people connected. 
The group travelled down to Windsor Castle, walked along the River 
Thames and visited historical sites around Windsor town centre 
including the local museum.

Cabinet member for children’s services Councillor Simon Hackett 
with students at Wodensborough Ormiston Academy

Town chair Councillor Pam Hughes, deputy leader Councillor 
Syeda Khatun and Councillor Peter Hughes met members of the 
Wednesbury Older People Group who went on the trip to Windsor

Town Hall, Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DFLOCAL OFFICE
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Tackling anti-social behaviour

Check out your town’s results 
from the recent Safer 6 campaign at

www.sandwell.gov.uk/saferwednesbury
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Campaign  
targets plastics
Children and families have vowed to clear up litter on their 
West Bromwich estate after being inspired by discussions 
about the effects of plastics on wildlife during a trip to Sky 
News Studios.
Young people, along with Edna Dunn from the Essex Avenue Community 
Tenants Association, worked on a video about the dangers of plastics during 
an educational trip to Sky News headquarters in London.

Councillors have given a town grant towards the setting up of a special 
project to educate the public on the Essex Avenue estate about the 
detrimental effects of plastics to the environment and the importance of 
recycling.

Hamstead school  
literature week 
Pupils at Hamstead Junior School, Great 
Barr, celebrated their favourite books as 
part of a special Literature Week event 
promoting the love of reading.
Pupils had the opportunity to talk to renowned children’s author Chitra Soundar while 
getting involved in activities such as reading, acting out stories and debating who is the 
most evil villain in children’s literature.

The title of most evil went to Miss Slighcarp from The Wolves of Willoughby Chase, the 
classic by Joan Aitken.

A number of exciting regeneration schemes are 
moving forward in West Bromwich town centre.

Old gas showroom becomes prime development site
The council is considering many potential development opportunities for the old gas showroom site in High Street.

The council has provided parts of the building to the Black Country Living Museum which curators will preserve and showcase under their latest expansion plans.

New public space for  
Carters Green
Sandwell Council is looking to improve 

the Carters Green area, including cutting 

congestion and creating more on-street 

parking.

Improvements to the area will benefit local 

businesses and shops.

Extensive consultation has been carried out 

with businesses, residents, bus operators and 

others to refine and enhance the scheme. 

Multi-storey car park,  
Queen’s Square
Last year, Sandwell Council declared the 

car park surplus to requirements and for 

redevelopment opportunities to be explored.

The car park is earmarked for demolition and 

this area of the town centre presents a real 

opportunity for regeneration to attract more 

footfall to support the wider centre. 

The council is working closely with the 

adjoining landowner and the West Midlands 

Combined Authority (WMCA) to bring this 

area forward for redevelopment.

Shaftesbury House makes  way for redevelopment
Shaftesbury House in High Street, which is currently being demolished, will open up 1.7 hectares of land for redevelopment and contribute to the regeneration of this part of the town.

Sandwell Council is bringing forward plans for new town centre housing on the site.

Sandwell Council’s Chris Ward and 
Councillor Simon Hackett with 
pupils at Hamstead Junior School’s 
Literature Week

Councillors join children and 
families in Essex Avenue
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Investing in homes and neighbourhoods

Work to restore Smethwick’s historic Council House is now complete. 
The Grade II-listed building, which dates from the early 1900s, has had 
its prominent clock tower refurbished and its stunning terracotta facade 
restored.
The clock tower’s broken timberwork has been fixed, the metalwork on the clock face repainted and the 
tower itself has been returned to its original colour scheme.

The project also included the replacement of more than 100 damaged terracotta blocks, the pitched roof 
has been re-slated and flat roofs replaced. The building’s ornate roof domes have been redecorated and 
railings have been repaired.

The building in the town’s High Street has been used as council offices for more than a century and is 
visited by hundreds of people each week to access council services.

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for culture and core council services 
Councillor Steve Trow said:  “It’s 
fantastic to see this building restored 
to its former glory. Over the years, time 
and weather had caused the facade to 
deteriorate, lead had been stolen from 
the roof and the clock tower had been 
exposed to the elements.

“It’s a stunning building used by our 
staff and residents week in, week out, 
it’s only right we’ve done this work to 
preserve it for decades to come.”

The building’s clock is known as a rare 
“three-train Smith of Derby flat-bed 
with gravity escapement” and regarded 
as an important piece of horological 
history.

Clock enthusiasts have visited it to 
admire admire its workings – as most of 
its kind were converted with electricity 
many years ago.

Restoration of Smethwick Council House complete

Residents from Sandwell’s newest supported 
living scheme in West Bromwich came together 
to celebrate the completion of the complex at a 
special event.
The £9.6 million development at Oxford Road which 
includes 93 homes for affordable rent – a mix of 
58 apartments and 35 bungalows – has proved 
extremely popular.

It provides much-needed homes for people with 
a range of health and social care issues with four 
bungalows especially designed for wheelchair users.

Cabinet members Kerrie Carmichael (housing) 
and Ann Shackleton (social care) dropped in to a 
celebration event at Goldfield Court next door and 
talked to the residents including Val Grainger, who 
has been in her new bungalow since May.

Wheelchair user Val, said: “I’ve been in my home for 
six months now and I love it. I’ve spent the summer 
enjoying my garden, and every day I think to myself 
– there is no place like home! I will treasure it. Thank 
you so much.”

Oxford Road has been built by ENGIE for the council.

Tenants celebrate  
Oxford Road schemeInvestment 

in council 
homes 
continues

Outside the new Oxford Road development, Val Grainger with 
Councillor Ann Shackleton and Councillor Kerrie Carmichael

Councillors and council officers outside the 
newly-restored Smethwick Council House

We’re continuing 
to invest money 
upgrading our 
existing council 
homes and 
building new 
ones.
Our latest housing 
investment programme, 
which was updated last 
year, will see around  
£485 million being spent 
by 2027.

This includes the 
improvements illustrated 
here.
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Beat the Burglar sessions
Beat the Burglar sessions are under way across 
Sandwell to help residents protect their homes 
and property.
Volunteers from Sandwell Crime Prevention Panel, Sandwell Council 
and Sandwell Police are running the sessions in all 24 Sandwell wards 
over two years.

As well as giving advice, the team hand out personal attack alarms, 
shed alarms, property marking packs, spike strips for the top of fences 
and gates, purse bells and fraud prevention sleeves for bank cards.

The project is supported by a council town grant.

We’ll let you know when we’re in your area. Look out for leaflets about 
the sessions.

You can also find updates on where and when the Beat the Burglar 
team will be by visiting www.sandwellcrimeprevention.net/btb or 
following @CrimePrev on Twitter.

Black Patch plansScores of new houses and improvements to the local park are planned for the Black Patch district of Smethwick in a bid to breathe new life into the area.Sandwell Council has ambitious plans for the area with new 
housing and much-needed upgrades to Black Patch Park.The council‘s proposals will help to provide leisure and recreational activities to improve the health and well-being of 

residents.

Sites at Kitchener Street and Merry Hill Allotments are earmarked 
for homes and the proposals have been welcomed in the council’s 
public consultation exercise.
Councillor Steve Eling, Sandwell Council leader, said: “The commitment I gave when I met with residents was that Black 
Patch had suffered isolation and dereliction for a long time and 
that now there is an opportunity to change the fortunes of the 
area.”

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet member for regeneration, said: 
“This is an exciting and ambitious plan to improve this area which 
needs and deserves investment and better facilities.”

New website 
for tenants 
and private 
landlords
Looking for a property to rent? 
A new website can put you 
in touch with trusted private 
landlords with properties 
available in Sandwell.

The Building Regulations are a set of minimum 
standards and they exist to make sure that 
building work is safe, healthy, accessible and 
energy efficient.

There are still a number of people having work 
done without Building Regulations approval. 

The most common works include:
•	 replacement roofs 
•	 loft conversions
•	 chimney breast removals
•	 extensions
•	 garage conversions

Our surveyors have seen a particular rise in the 
number of roof replacement projects where 
an application was not made before the works 
started. Problems found have included new 
replacement tiles being too heavy for the original 
roof timbers and insufficient insulation being 
installed. A roof replaced properly should improve 
the amount of heat your house retains and cut 
fuel bills.

If you are making significant investment in 
improving your home, you should expect the 
work to be done to these minimum standards. 

When you are looking at having building work 
done on your home, it’s worth asking the 
tradesman about Building Regulations. Some will 
make the application on your behalf and have it 
included in the cost of the job. 

Others may expect you to submit the application 
yourself but you should check and be clear about 
who is doing this.

Typically, our surveyors will visit your home up to 
three times: when work starts; during the job to 
make sure the work is safe, energy efficient and 
complies with current legislation; and again once 
the work is done to sign it off so that a completion 
certificate can be issued.

Building Regulation approvals are something 
that are looked for by buyers’ solicitors when you 
come to sell your property. Failure to have the 
proper completion certificates could affect the 
sale of your home.

As the homeowner, it’s your responsibility to 
make sure any work complies with regulations 
as these are legal requirements laid down by the 
government.

Improving your home?  
Do you need Building Regulations approval?

Each property has a star rating, confirming it 
meets the council’s housing standards including 
having the relevant gas safety and other checks.

The aim of the website is to put people looking 
for a private property in touch with trusted 
landlords with good quality properties available.

You can use the website to search for properties 
available to rent in Sandwell’s six towns, as well 
as creating search terms and alerts for suitable 
properties.

Accredited landlords list and manage their 
own property listings on the site free of charge. 
Only properties that reach a minimum quality 
standard are advertised.

Councillor Kerrie Carmichael, Sandwell’s cabinet 
member for housing, said: “The website is aimed 
at encouraging and supporting good landlords 
and putting tenants looking for a property 
in touch with people renting out decent 
accommodation.”

Some improvements to your home may not need planning permission – 
however, they will probably need Building Regulations approval.

The Beat the Burglar launch roadshow in Friar Park, Wednesbury

in Sandwell

The cost of applications for other works and 
further information can be found at:  

www.sandwell.gov.uk/buildingregulations

Whether you’re a tenant or a landlord, go to:     www.rentwellinsandwell.co.uk
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How to register to vote
It’s quick and easy online www.gov.uk/registertovote
For non-internet users or queries call the elections team  
(have your National Insurance number ready).  

electoral_services@sandwell.gov.uk            
www.facebook.com/sandwellcouncil          
www.sandwell.gov.uk/elections
0121 569 3244
@sandwellcouncil

Ways to contact the elections team:

Why register to vote?
If you are not registered.... you cannot vote   
Being registered is required for getting a mortgage and 
other financial credit
Improves access to welfare benefits
Gives you choices, like getting a mobile phone contract

Even if you are registered for council tax you still have to 
register to vote 
You only have to re-register when you change your 
name and/or address.
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The next local elections in Sandwell will be on  
Thursday 2 May 2019.

Are you registered to vote?
The deadline for registering to vote in the 2019 local elections is Friday 12 April.
The deadline for making a postal vote application is Monday 15 April at 5pm.
The deadline for making a proxy vote application (so someone else can vote on your behalf) is 
Wednesday 24 April at 5pm. 
Make sure you are registered to vote – go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/registertovote  
or call the elections team on 0121 569 3244.

2
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 TURKEY  SANTA   RUDOLPH   HOGMANAY 
 CHRISTMAS  CAROLS  SCROOGE  TREE  

 LIGHTS  HOLLY  BAUBLE 

CROSSWORD

Name ............................................................
Phone ...........................................................
Postcode ......................................................

Send your answers along with your name, contact number and postcode to: 
The Editor, Sandwell Herald, Communications Unit, Sandwell Council House, 

Oldbury, B69 3DE or you can email your answers along with your contact number and postcode to: 
herald_competition@sandwell.gov.uk by 31 January 2019.

First correct entry for each puzzle out of the hat wins the prize. The editor’s decision is final 
and no correspondence will be entered into. 

Lucky voucher winners from puzzles in the last Herald are:
One4all multi-
store vouchers

1   Safe place  (6)
4   Not awake (6)
9   Decline (7) 
10   Consumes food (5)
11  Brand new (4)
12  Regret or shame (7) 
14  Certifier of deeds  (6) 
16  Eat your ______  (6) 
19  To give rights (7) 
21  Trim or shave (4) 
23  Major artery (5) 
24  In a mess (7) 
25  Times ______  (6) 
26  Roller machine  (6)

1   Lion’s sound (4) 
2   Right-wing authoritarian  (7)
3   Bestow (5) 
5   Steam-powered ship (7) 
6   Come in (5) 
7   Contrary (8) 
8   Cross (5) 
13   Communicate (8) 
15   Backtrack (7) 
17   Noise blocker (7) 
18   Leases (5) 
20   Vibrate (5) 
21   Black and white mammal   (5) 
22   Perimeter (4)

What word is spelt from the golden boxes?

Sudoku © Kevin Stone

ACROSS DOWN

Which word is NOT in the wordsearch?From left to right, what is the top row of numbers?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

13

14 15 16

18

19 20 21

22

23 24

25

11

17

26

12

Crossword:  Stacey Leanne Bird, Tipton
Wordsearch:  Sarah Benham, Tividale

Sudoku:  Dee Parkes, Rowley Regis

SUDOKU WORDSEARCH

Name ............................................................
Phone ...........................................................
Postcode ......................................................

Name ...............................................................
Phone ..............................................................
Postcode .........................................................

H L V S C R O O G E
O J I U I A E T F R
G N P G T Z J W U Q
M H B N H S K D J E
A Q A C L T O P M L
N S Y O Q L S W N B
A W R I P V E V C U
Y A X H E F Y E Q A
C Z Y E K R U T R B
C H R I S T M A S T

 

Calling all digital champions!
Do you know your way around a computer? 
Do you enjoy surfing the web? Then Sandwell 
libraries need you!
As a digital champion you’ll gain experience in promoting 
Sandwell Libraries through our website, social media 
channels and our tech play sessions. You can develop 
your communication and customer service skills at library 
events, attend volunteer events and meet other volunteers.

And you’ll make a difference in someone’s life, giving them 
the support they need to ‘get digital’.

For more information, visit your local Sandwell library or  
www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries

 

Black History Month
Sandwell libraries held a variety 
of exhibitions, workshops, films 
and talks for Black History Month.

These included a Windrush70 
exhibition at Central Library, 
West Bromwich, celebrating the 
pioneering Windrush generation 
who came to Britain from the 
Caribbean.

Other library activities included a 
talk from Vernon Hodgson, who 
played alongside Cyrille Regis at 
West Bromwich Albion in the 1970s, 
and a Black Voices Poetry event with 
Roy McFarlane.

 
 

Our Booktastic scheme launched during November which gives all 
reception children at Sandwell schools the opportunity to join the library.
Parents and carers will be contacted to ask if they would like their child to become a 
member of the library as part of the scheme.
More than 26,000 books were lent to young children last year as part of Booktastic, 
more than double the amount compared to the previous year. If you have a child in 
reception, look out for a letter from your school.

Successful Booktastic is back

Holocaust 
commemoration
Join us to remember the millions 
of victims of genocide at a 
special Holocaust Memorial Day 
event in West Bromwich.

The event will be at Highfields  
Memorial Gardens, off High 
Street, on Sunday 27 January. 

Arrive at 10.15am for a 10.30am  
prompt start.  
Everyone is welcome.

www.discoversandwell.co.uk We would love to hear your feedback on the Sandwell Herald as we 
are always looking to improve it and make it as helpful as possible 
for residents. We may even invite you to a focus group for a chat.  
Email us at marketing_publicity@sandwell.gov.uk or  
write to us at Sandwell Herald, Communications Unit, 
Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, B69 3DE.

Sandwell Herald – tell us what you think

Pupils from Crocketts Community Primary School, with Councillor Syeda Khatun, library Storyplayer Lisa Dean 
and Black Country Housing Group’s Amanda Tomlinson at the Booktastic launch at Smethwick Library



Christmas waste & recycling information

Collections will return to
normal from Monday 7

January 2019
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 Monday 31 Dec No change
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