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Our libraries need volunteers 
of all ages to donate their time 
and support.

We’re looking for people (like James Yates, 
pictured left) willing to help out in a variety 
of roles.

This could be anything from sorting books 
and filling shelves, to helping put on events 
or volunteering at the café at Central 
Library in West Bromwich.

Volunteering is incredibly rewarding – 
whether you want to do it to meet new 
people, gain new skills, put it on your CV, 
increase your confidence or just because 
you love spending time in our libraries.

Libraries aren’t just about books – we have 
comedy nights, live music, coding clubs 
and many more community activities, and 
all of them have room for people to get 
involved.

The minimum age for volunteers is 16. 

Our libraries helped mark the 100th anniversary of Zeppelin 
airship raids over Tipton, Wednesbury, Bilston and Walsall by 
hosting talks and book launches with local historians.

Tipton Civic Society unveiled a new plaque at H C Pullinger & 
Son in Union Street, where bombs first hit on 31 January 1916 
as a German airship mistook the Black Country for its intended 
target in Merseyside. Across the Black Country, 35 people were 
killed, most from Tipton and Wednesbury.

Adrian Bailey MP unveiled a new memorial at Tipton Library and 
a plaque at Tipton Cemetery donated by historian Derek Nicholls 
and supported by the cemetery friends’ group.

In Wednesbury, Mr Bailey, Deputy Mayor Councillor Julie Webb 
and councillors unveiled a new plaque at Wood Green Cemetery 
and dedicated a peace garden funded by 
the friends’ group. 

At St Bartholomew’s Church, historian 
Ian Bott gave a talk, candles were lit 
and local poet Brendan Hawthorne 
read out a specially-written poem. 

 

Volunteer to support 
your local library

This is a good time of year 
to start thinking about 
setting aside some money each 
week so you have some savings for 
holidays and next Christmas – even a 
small amount will start to add up.

If you don’t already have a savings account, you could join 
Sandwell’s 6 Towns Credit Union. 

More info at www.sixtowns.co.uk 
or call 0121 553 3110.

Make sure you have a budget for all of your living expenses, 
including rent or mortgage, gas, electricity, council tax, water, 
phone and TV, so you can work out how much you can save on 
a regular basis. Sandwell Financial Services Hub provides help 
with budgeting. 

Go to www.sfsh.org.uk or call 0121 561 7935.

Keep up to date with our top tips to make your money stretch 
further at www.sandwell.gov.uk/moneysaving        

Money 
saving 
tips

Zeppelin raids remembered

To find out more about volunteering with your local library go to 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraryvolunteers or call 0121 569 4911. Photo courtesy of Tipton Civic Society

Crackdown on drug crime
More than 60 people – including entire families – have been 
sentenced to almost 100 years behind bars following a crackdown on 
drug dealers and criminals.
The covert policing operation, codenamed Spring Safer 6, was sparked by residents’ 
concerns.

The council also supported the operation, which led to people being convicted for 
handling stolen goods and other crimes as well as drug offences.

As the Herald went to print, offenders had been sentenced to a total of 89 years in 
prison, plus 370 hours of unpaid work in the community, over £1,000 in fines and 
various community and drug rehabilitation orders.

Council tenants face eviction if they commit crime and deal drugs. We’ve already 
evicted one tenant following this campaign, others may 
follow and some have left their homes knowing 
what’s coming.  

Police and drug workers are also ready to 
stop perpetrators reoffending when they 
are released from jail. 

More info on the crackdown’s results at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/springsafer6 

Report crime to police on 101 or the 
independent charity Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. Always 
call 999 in an emergency.

For advice and support about drug misuse: 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/healthysandwell
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We’re holding local council 
elections on Thursday 5 May. 
On the same day, you can also 
vote in the Police and Crime 
Commissioner election.

You must make sure you are 
registered to vote by Monday 18 
April. If you’re not registered, you 
can’t vote – and it can also affect 
your credit score.

It is quick and easy to register.

Register online by going to 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
or call us on 0121 569 3244.

Polling cards will be delivered 
around Easter. If you don’t get one, 
or you receive one with the wrong 
details, contact us straight away.

Please check your card to see 
where you need to vote as we have 
changed some polling stations this 
year.  

If you are away on holiday or busy 
working, or you just find it difficult to 
go to your local polling station, you 
can apply for a postal vote before 
5pm on 19 April. 

For details go to: 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/postalvote

To find out more about standing in 
the local elections, go to: 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/elections

Find out about everything from bins and recycling 
to weather alerts and things to do with the kids by 
signing up to our free email updates.

More than 5,000 of you are already receiving our 
email updates, and we want more of you to sign up.

Topics you can subscribe to include bins and 
recycling, schools, jobs, weather and emergency 
alerts, housing and museums.

There’s also libraries, events, roadworks, crime, 
business and regeneration news, fostering and 
adoption, health, leisure and fitness.

Subscribers will get free updates straight to 
their inboxes whenever the council publishes 
something on each subject.

You can choose which subjects you get emails 
about and we won’t spam you – 
we’ll just give you useful updates.            

Sign up today —  www.sandwell.gov.uk/emailupdates

Email updates – 
are you signed up yet?

You can now download a free app 
for information about every council 
car park and parking space in 
Sandwell.

The AppyParking app gives details 
on parking charges, disabled bays, 
motorbike bays and loading zones 
plus lots more. It’s available for iOS and 
Android. 

Search Appy Parking in the Appstore 
or on Google Play or go to: 

www.appyparking.com 

New FREE
parking app

Are you registered to vote?

Molly is an apprentice at our crèche at the Council 
House in Oldbury.

It’s not the first time she’s been there – she was 
looked after at the crèche when she was a baby.

Molly, 20, is visually impaired but it hasn’t stood in 
her way.

“I started off doing work experience at 
the crèche and I loved it.

“Now I’m doing an apprenticeship, 
working with children and doing 
sessions at college and it’s great.”

Daniel is 23 and he’s a horticulture 
apprentice working in our cemeteries. 

He recently supervised his first funeral. He 
says his apprenticeship has changed his life.

“I used to have no confidence but 
now I’m so happy. 

“It’s the best thing that’s ever 
happened to me.”

Zoe is doing her apprenticeship with our 
museums service. She’s 17.

“I have skills I wouldn’t have 
without the apprenticeship. 

“I’m now really confident, I speak 
to people and I love my job. It’s 

changed me for the better.”

Meet our apprentices... 
We’re committed to helping young people find jobs, 

training, apprenticeships and work experience. 
The Sandwell Guarantee campaign is our commitment to 

helping 4,000 young people find employment and training.

If you, or someone you know, is interested in an apprenticeship, training course, a job or work 
experience, get in touch. Go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/guarantee or call 0121 569 2099.

Molly Zoe Daniel
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Pupils at Hall Green Primary School in 
West Bromwich enjoyed being read to by 
a very special guest – comedian, writer 
and TV judge David Walliams.
David visited the school with Tom Watson MP 

and Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet member 
for children’s services in Sandwell, to take part in a 
special assembly.

The Britain’s Got Talent judge read from his book 
Grandpa’s Great Escape and answered children’s 
questions.

Hall Green Primary has been completely rebuilt 
as part of the government's Priority Schools 

Building programme.

Showcase your talent
The search is on for talented Sandwell young people to take part in this year’s Shape Your Talent contest.

Support for people 
with hearing loss
Sandwell Deaf Community Association holds monthly 
meetings to help people with hearing loss.
It’s a chance to meet new people, chat and get 
information about support that’s available.

The next sessions are 12.30-2.30pm on 
Wednesday 30 March and Wednesday 27 April 
at Agewell, 3-4 Trinity Centre, Halesowen Road, 
Cradley Heath.

Call 0121 525 5347 
or email info@sdca.co.uk for details.

Looking for 

advice?
Sandwell has many centres you can go to for free, independent 
advice on a range of subjects from housing, education, health 
and jobs to rights and responsibilities.
It’s easy to find the one nearest to you.

Just go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/findmynearest and pop in your postcode.

 *Nash Dom, a non-profit community interest company, is holding confidential advice sessions 
every Wednesday until 6 April from 9.30am to 4.30pm at the West Bromwich Local office, Court 
House, 335-337 High Street. Nash Dom services are available in most Eastern European languages.

We are looking for singers, comedians, musicians, dancers and 
magicians to get up on stage and show their talents.

There are two age categories – 8 to 13 and 14 to 19
with prizes for the top three in each. 

First prize £500   
Second prize £100        Third prize £50

Audition heats will be held in April as follows:
• Central Library, West Bromwich – Wednesday 6 April, 2pm-5pm
• Tipton Library – Friday 8 April, 1.30pm-3.30pm
• Oldbury Library – Saturday 16 April, 11am-1pm
• Blackheath Library – Saturday 16 April, 12noon-3pm
• Wednesbury Library – Saturday 23 April, 2pm-5pm
• Thimblemill Library, Smethwick  – Saturday 23 April, 5.30pm-8pm
Winners at each heat will go through to a public vote. Members of the public 
will be able to watch recordings of the auditions and decide on their favourite.

Winners from the public vote will then perform again at our final on 24 June, 
when judges from the entertainment industry will decide the final winners.

If you, or someone you know, has a talent to share with the world, 
go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/shapeevents to fill in our online 
registration form or turn up on the day of the audition to enter. 

You can also come along to watch the audition heats at our 
libraries for just £2 per ticket.

Dates for your diary
Youth events later this year include:

Summer events in parks  
23 July to 26 August at various parks in Sandwell 

SHAPE Youth Conference  
December 2016

We’ll have more information in the July edition of 

the Herald and you can also keep up to date at 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/shapeevents 

Emily Badger,
 aged 15, winner
of the aged 14+ 
category at last

year’s talent 
show

David 
Walliams 
visits 
new school

David Walliams and Tom Watson MP with pupils at 
Hall Green Primary School    
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Your blue-lid bin
We’ve made big changes to your recycling services over the past five 
years – and thanks to you we’re recycling more than ever before.

Tip’s new
 opening hours

Find out when your next free 
fortnightly garden waste collection is 

by visiting the bin day finder on our website.

What can go in my garden 
waste bin?

hedge and shrub clippings

plants and weeds

grass cuttings 

cut flowers

pot plant compost

leaves, twigs and bark

www.sandwell.gov.uk/binday

RE    YCLING

Garden waste is turned 

into a soil improver 

which you can buy at 

the tip in Oldbury. 

DID
YOU KNOW?

food or kitchen waste
turf, ash or garden 
chemicals 
plastics
metal or glass
stones or rubble 
DIY rubbish, 
timber or sawdust 
animal waste or bedding 

 

Sherlock – two years on

The tip in Shidas Lane, 
Oldbury, is now open 
8am to 4pm daily*, 
including weekends.

Please remember
• No trade waste is accepted 
on site.

• The tip is for Sandwell 
residents only.  Visitors may be 
asked for proof of where they 
live.

• Please separate waste and 
recycling before visiting 
and make sure it goes in the 
correct bays.

* The tip is open every day of 
the year except for Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New 
Year’s Day.

YES

NO

However, some people are still 
putting the wrong items in 
their blue lid bin.  

Around 20% of waste in blue 
lid bins isn’t right for recycling. 
This means whole lorry 
loads of recycling are being 

rejected, leaving the council 
and residents to foot massive 
disposal costs.

Below are pictures of the 
most common items we find 
in blue lid bins that shouldn’t 
be there.

We’ve now stopped 
collecting recycling bins that 
contain any of the items or 
materials shown below.

If your blue lid recycling 
bin has not been emptied, 
you’ll find a sticker on it 

explaining what needs to be 
removed. Simply take out 
the unsuitable items and 
your bin will be collected on 
your next collection day.

For more info, go to:
www.sandwell.gov.uk/recycling

Black bags

Hard plastics

Building materials Kitchenware Polystyrene Crisp packets

Electricals Wood Carpets, mats and rugs Garden waste

Nappies Clothing and textiles Shoes and boots Food waste

It’s two years since we launched our hard-hitting dog mess 
campaign – and we’ve got some big results to report.
We want to say a big ‘thank you’ to all responsible dog owners and everyone who’s reported 
mess and helped us track down those not cleaning up.

Since the campaign launch in February 2014, our wardens have given out thousands of free 
bags to dog walkers and Serco has painted hundreds of warning stencils on the pavement 
in hotspots.  Hard-hitting posters – featuring graphic images of dog mess – have been 
displayed in parks, notice boards, on lamp posts and in community buildings.

Our wardens have issued more than 150 dog mess fines. And we’ve prosecuted nine people 
at court – these were people who refused to accept or pay the £75 fine. All ended up with a 
bigger bill at court.

Councillor Maria Crompton, cabinet member for highways 
and environment, said:

 “With the success of this campaign – including 
the fines and prosecutions – we hope the 
irresponsible few are now learning we mean 
business.

“Dog mess is a top priority for our residents. 
It not only looks horrible, but it’s a serious 
health risk for children and it costs many 
thousands of pounds of council taxpayers’ 
money each year to clean up."

Report dog mess at www.sandwell.gov.uk/dogmess
 or call 0121 569 6625.
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 ARMED  FORCES  VALLEY  LIGHTWOODS 

 COMBINED  AUTHORITY  EASTER  FOSTERING  
 GEORGE  ROCK   TAX  CHAIN  MAKER 

WORDSEARCH

CROSSWORD

KILLER SUDOKU

Name ................................................................

Phone ...............................................................

Name ................................................................

Phone ...............................................................

Name ................................................................

Phone ...............................................................

Send your answers along with your name and a contact number to 
The Editor, Sandwell Herald, Communications Unit, Sandwell Council House, 

Oldbury, B69 3DE or you can email via herald_competition@sandwell.gov.uk 
by 30 APRIL 2016.

First correct entry for each puzzle out of the hat wins the prize. The editor’s decision is final 
and no correspondence will be entered into. 

Lucky voucher winners from puzzles in the last Herald are:
Crossword:   Jackie Allfrey, West Bromwich

Wordsearch:  Colin Simmonds, Tividale  
Sudoku:   Norma Jesson, Tipton 

of Sainsbury’s 
vouchers

1. A Sandwell town (6))
4.  Take in  (6)
9.  Viewpoint (7)
10.  Gin and ----- (5)
11.  Devotional painting (4)
12.  Completely (7)
14.  Doesn’t hit (6)
16.   Someone who abases themselves (6)
19.  Miracle (anagram)  (7)
21.  Half a quart (4)
23.  Way of speaking (5)
24.  Term from chemistry (7)
25.  ‘Put the ------ on’ (6)
26.  Not so great (6)

1.   Horses move like this (4)
2.   ------- End in Tipton (7)
3.   Vegetable  (5)
5.   Have a good wash in this (7)
6.   Possessor (5)
7.   Behind a house (8)
8.   This goes in (5)
13.  We used to call Smethwick this (8)
15.  Renaissance scholar (7)
17. Bendy (7)
18.  Scope (5)
20.  Scramble up (5)
21.  Not poetry (5
22.  Animal (4)

What word is spelt from the Golden Boxes?

Su
do

ku
 ©

 K
ev

in
 S

to
ne ACROSS DOWN

Which word is NOT in the wordsearch?

Complete the grid such that every row, every column, and every 3 x 3 block contains 
the digits from 1 to 9. 

Every cage has a clue in the corner, and digits in each cage must add up to the clue. 

A number cannot appear more than once in a cage (which is different to CalcuDoku). 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

12

13

14 15 16

18

19 20 21

22

23 24

25

11

17

26

Children aged up to 11 can enter the 
competition by designing a birthday 
poster on A4 paper.

The Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor 
Barbara Price, will judge the competition, 
with winning entries appearing in the 
next edition of the Sandwell Herald 
and the Mayor’s window at Sainsbury’s, 
Oldbury.

There will be a £10 Toys R Us voucher for 
the winner in each age category: 
5 and under; 6 to 8; and 9 to 11.  

Please send entries by email to 
marketing_publicity@sandwell.gov.uk 
or by post to: 

Queen’s Poster Competition
Communications Unit  
Sandwell Council House  
Oldbury 
B69 3DE  

Please include child’s name, age and a 
parent/carer contact phone number. 

The deadline for entries is 8 April 2016.

A new book tells the story of the famous Cradley Heath 
chainmakers’ strike through the eyes of an 11-year-old girl.
And we have five copies for you to win, courtesy of author 
Tony Barnsley and trade union NASUWT.
Based on true events of 1910, Martha’s Story is an uplifting diary book 
perfect for both young readers and adults to relive local history that 
saw workers win Britain’s first minimum wage, doubling their wages 
overnight.

In the words of TUC General Secretary Frances O’Grady:  “This is a 
wonderful book which will inspire children and young adults to join the 
cause for a fairer, more equal society.”

Send your answer to the following question, 
with your name and contact number, to 
marketing_publicity@sandwell.gov.uk 
or by post to The Editor, Sandwell Herald, 
Communications Unit, Freeth Street, 
Oldbury, B69 3DE. 

Which city/town won Britain’s 
first minimum wage?

a) Glasgow 

b) London

c) Cradley Heath

First five correct entries out of the 
hat win the books.

Design a birthday poster 
for the Queen!

To celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th 

birthday this year, 
we’ve launched 

a prize poster 
competition for 

Sandwell primary 
school children.

Win chainmakers’ 
strike book

NEW

Royal visit to Oak House, West Bromwich, 1977
Photo by M Wyatt, Sandwell Council, Technical Services



The Sandwell Herald

protecting your services
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Survival is all about 
being ready to 
change.
That’s certainly true as we work 

to keep high-quality services for our residents 
while dealing with year-on-year cuts to our 
budget.

We’re having to manage another £24 million 
worth of cuts in the coming year. This is on top of 
£132 million of cuts imposed on us since 2010.

The government is also changing the way adult 
social care is funded, requiring more of the costs 
to be met by council taxpayers.

This is all putting massive pressure on the way 
we protect services that matter most to you, 
whether that’s emptying the bins, mending the 
roads or keeping people safe from harm.

While things will be tough, we are confident we 
can give maximum protection to the services we 
provide – by planning ahead and seeing how we 
can run things differently.

We recently carried out a survey with residents, 
who made it clear how important services like 
winter gritting and looking after older people 
are to them.

The survey showed that Sandwell people:

• still value public services;

• would be willing to pay for some things 
that are currently free, such as large events, 
rather than lose them; and

• would pay more for improved services 
(leisure facilities for example).

These results, together with how we plan our 
budgets over multiple years, are changing the 
way we work so we improve and save money 
across the whole council.

We’ve already made huge savings by reducing 
the number of senior managers and making 
better use of our buildings, bringing together 
different services and organisations under one 
roof at libraries and local town offices. 

Sadly, we have no choice but to increase council 
tax. We’ve frozen it for the past five years, but the 
government has now taken away the money it 
had previously provided for freezing council tax. 

When the government announced how much 
money we’d be getting for the coming year, it 
had already assumed council tax bills would 
increase by both inflation and 2% for social care.

We never want to increase the bills our residents 
have to pay, but the government has left us with 
no other option, and no doubt would blame 
us for not looking after older people properly if 
we didn’t include the 2% increase for social care 
budgets.

We know the future will be hard – and we will 
have to make tough decisions. 

We will continue to do everything we can 
to protect and improve public services, look 
after our most vulnerable 
residents, make sure new 
homes are built and keep your 
community clean and safe.

Your council tax is set to rise for the first time in six years. 
Finance boss Councillor Steve Eling explains why – and how Sandwell is 
battling to protect frontline services in the face of further government cuts.

On 8 March, councillors are set to approve a council tax rise of 1.99%, 
plus an extra 2% to help pay for adult social care.

 

£500 
LESS 

This coming year, we’ll have around £156 million 
less than six years ago, that’s roughly

for each man, woman and child in Sandwell.
*This doesn’t include any increase in charges that organisations running police and fire services may introduce. 

Surviving the cuts 

This works out at an extra 60p to 80p a week in 
council tax* for most Sandwell residents. 

1.99%
COUNCIL TAX RISE

WEEK

12
WEEK

11
WEEK

10
WEEK

9
WEEK

8
WEEK

7
WEEK

6
WEEK

5
WEEK

4
WEEK

3
WEEK

2
2016

March

8
 



The Sandwell Herald8

Sandwell Valley – something for everyone! 

Visitor Farms • Nature & Farm Trails • Bike Hire & Trails • Walled Kitchen Garden • Football & Tennis • Tea Room & Gift Shop • Aerial Assault Course • Crazy & Mini Golf • Adventure Playground

Leisure activities
•    adventure centre with mountain and family fun                        
 bikes for hire: www.valleycycles.co.uk
•    Closer to the Edge aerial assault course:       
     www.closertotheedge.co.uk/sandwell 
•    walking, cycling and horse riding
•    pitch and putt, farm-themed crazy golf
•    tractor, trailer and open-top bus rides
•    tennis courts and all-weather floodlit football pitch   
     for hire
•    the country’s largest free outdoor gym

The brand-new RSPB Nature Centre (with visitor centre, 
bird hide and car parking) provides a further gateway to 
the country park:
www.rspb.org.uk/sandwell

Historic features 
• Priory ruins   • the Sand Well    • ice house  
• burnt mounds   • remnants of coal mining

Working farm visitor centres
• Sandwell Park Farm – a restored Victorian farm with 
historic farmyard, walled kitchen garden, tea rooms and 
gift shops (and rare and endangered breeds such as 
Hereford cattle and Berkshire pigs)
• modern-day Forge Mill Farm – with farm shop, small 
animal area, farm trail, children's playground, vending 
area and ‘maize maze’ in summer

Events for all
• conservation volunteering    • weekly health walks   
• craft fairs   • big shows and events
• Easter and summer fun fairs   

Parties and room hire
•  children’s parties with ‘Young Farmers’ box including   
 lunch, snacks and farm toys for each child – just call   
 reception to find out more

•  variety of rooms for hire

Fees for Sandwell Park Farm
• Adults: £2.50  
• Children/over-60s: £2 
• Family ticket: £9.50
(2 adults, up to 3 children – under-5s free) 
• Family ticket: £7
(1 adult and up to 3 children – under-5s free)

Yearly and six-monthly passes available from farm 
reception

Opening times of visitor centres
10am – 4.30pm (last admission 4pm)
country park open from 7.30am to dusk throughout 
the year

Find out more
• follow us on our Facebook page 
‘Sandwell Valley Country Park’ 
• ring us on 0121 569 3070
• www.sandwell.gov.uk/sandwellvalley 
(click on the ‘Walking in Sandwell Valley’ 
link to download our trails map).

The main car park for Sandwell Valley is in 
Salters Lane, B71 4BG. Alternative car parking at 
Swan Pool and Forge Mill Farm, B71 3SZ. 

Look out for two massive events this June.
Let’s Rock Birmingham ‘80s retro festival www.letsrockbirmingham.com 

Gung-Ho 5k inflatable fun run event www.begung-ho.co.uk/events
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The proposed deal would see powers handed from central 
government to the planned West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA), unlocking £8 billion worth of investment for the region.

A planned devolution deal for the West Midlands will 
be a huge boost for people and businesses in Sandwell.

Here’s what it could mean for Sandwell…

Bringing old industrial 
sites back into use for new 

businesses and housing

Boosting job 
opportunities and skills

Extending the Metro 
through Sandwell from 

Wednesbury to Brierley Hill 

Creating significant new 
business opportunities in 

the freight network for 
Friar Park, Wednesbury

Better transport across 
the region including 

improved roads, public 
transport and reduced 

congestion

Getting local business 
involved with the HS2 rail 

development to boost 
employment in Sandwell

Sandwell businesses and 
residents benefiting from 

the region’s economic 
growth

Investment for new 
homes – including by the 
Midland Met Hospital in 

Smethwick

Devolution deal

BOOST

£

For the latest news on the WMCA and the devolution deal, visit the new-look website      www.westmidlandscombinedauthority.org.uk

9

Sandwell ‘super hospital’ 
moves a step closer   

The countdown is on for the new 600-bed Midland Met Hospital in Smethwick.
Councillor Darren Cooper, leader of 
Sandwell Council, said the new hospital 
would be “world class” and was great 
news for all residents.

“I am over the moon that the 
government has approved plans for 
the new hospital.

“It is about time people in Sandwell, 
and Smethwick in particular, can have 
access to state-of-the-art NHS facilities 
to be treated should they need to.

“This will act as a massive catalyst 
for the further regeneration of 
Smethwick and I expect the area will 
be transformed over the next decade.”

Councillor Cooper unveiled a 1,000 day 
countdown clock outside Sandwell 
Hospital at a special ceremony in January.

For the latest information on the new 
hospital visit www.swbh.nhs.uk

Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust’s Alan Kenny and Councillor Darren Cooper

Wolverhampton

Dudley

Sandwell

Walsall

Birmingham

Solihull Coventry
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Dave has amazed people 
with his feats of endurance – 
including seven marathons 
in seven days in seven 
continents – but even he 
reckons he must be mad to 
have signed up for this latest 
challenge.

Dave will ‘escape’ Alcatraz 
Island – home of the 
world-famous prison – by 
swimming 1.5 miles to the 
coast and then cycling for 18 
miles through the mountains, 
before finishing with an 
eight-mile run around San 
Francisco Bay.

Dave said the event in June, 
considered by many to be the 
toughest annual triathlon in 
the world, would test him to 
the limits. 

He and guide Tony Ellis, a 
West Bromwich businessman, 
are training hard and putting 
in hours of swimming at West 
Bromwich Leisure Centre. 

Money raised will go to the 
Albion Foundation. 

Dave, who lives in West 
Bromwich, also has a book 
out, From Light to Dark, 
which tells the story of how 
he went blind and went 
on to complete a series of 
endurance adventures. 

Written by Dave and co-
author Sophie Parkes, the 
book includes a foreword by 
record-breaking adventurer,  
Sir Ranulph Fiennes.

Charity fundraiser Blind Dave Heeley is taking on one of the toughest challenges of his already 
adventurous life – by entering the awesome Escape from Alcatraz triathlon in San Francisco.

Blind Dave in... 
ESCAPE FROM ALCATRAZ!

Sandwell Leisure Trust (SLT) runs 
nine leisure centres and a golf course 
for Sandwell Council. Its centres saw 
people getting physically active 1.8 
million times in 2014/15 – and this has 
been growing ever since.

SLT’s award-winning sports 
development team also got people 
active 82,943 times in the same year in 
community venues.

A huge 47,992 people are now SLT 
members, with more joining every day.

Many people are making dramatic 
changes to their lives:

“It has transformed my life and is 
definitely the best thing I could have 
done.” Wheelchair user Tabitha Fung, 
from Cradley Heath, who has been able 
to use a walking frame since joining SLT.

“Exercise has become my medicine. 
I feel happier, more confident and 
I love the way my body shape is 
changing.” Justine, SLT customer.

Record numbers of Sandwell people are getting active.
Fitness boost

For details of SLT centres and activities, go to 
www.slt-leisure.co.uk or call 0300 012 0121

www.justgiving.com/blinddavealcatraz

Tabitha Fung with instructor Scott Parish at Portway Lifestyle Centre gym

Julie has worked at Thimblemill Library in Smethwick for 37 
years and she’s involved in lots of local community groups too.

A large crowd gave her a standing ovation as the Deputy 
Lord Lieutenant for the West Midlands Simon Topman MBE 
presented her with the medal on behalf of The Queen.

Thank you Julie! 

Congratulations to our long-serving librarian 
Julie McKirdy who has now received a British 
Empire Medal.

Beat the Street!
Play Beat the Street, a fun, free walking and cycling game 
which runs until 13 April.

Pick up a Beat the Street card from your local GP, library or 
leisure centre.  www.sandwell.beatthestreet.me
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* Calls FREE from landlines. Charges may 
apply for calls and SMS texts from your 
mobile phone.

* 
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Investing in our homes and neighbourhoods

Students from ACE Academy 
in Tipton got a masterclass 
in job interview techniques 
thanks to the council and our 
housing investment partners, 
as part of our commitment to 
boost job skills.

More than 200 students aged 16-17 years 
took part in mock interviews with a host of 
interviewers from scores of local employers.

The session is just one of a range of things 
offered to schools including health and safety 
talks, activities in maths and design technology 
lessons and on-site work placements.

We’ve invested more than £60 million in our council homes, which has already 
benefited thousands of tenants, and we expect to invest another £10 million this year.

These internal improvements 
can include new kitchens, 
bathrooms, central heating 
systems and electrical 
rewiring as well as new roofs 
and windows where needed.
So although not everyone has exactly the 
same work done, the result is the same 
– a better, warmer and energy-efficient 
home.

We’re working with three partners – 
Lovell, VINCI Facilities and Wates Living 
Space, to deliver this programme.

Improvements to our high-rise blocks are 
being carried out by Keepmoat.

Want to make a difference 
to housing services?
Join our Tenant Views Club
You are at the heart of everything we do, so we have launched 
the Tenant Views Club to help you shape housing services of 
the future.

“We’ve had a new roof, nine new windows and 
central heating along with rewiring and external wall 
insulation. 
“The outside has been transformed and it will now 
be warmer and more comfortable for us.”

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet member for regeneration 
and economic investment, said: 

“It’s great to visit tenants and see first-hand what 
a difference these improvements are making to 
their homes and their comfort.”

...and completed our 4,000th home.
Congratulations to tenant Sandra Sidwell who we visited in January to celebrate 
completing improvements to her house. Sandra, who has lived in her Great Barr 
home with husband Robert for 26 years, said:

1,634 2,122
 roofs repaired/replaced kitchens improved

central heating
systems improved

houses
rewired

homes completed 

2,663 2,951 4,500

Students 
put 
through 
their 
paces

2,302

bathrooms improved

So far we’ve made huge progress...

Email investment_division@sandwell.gov.uk to find out more about 
how we can work with your school or college.

Sandwell Council tenants and leaseholders can get involved in a 
number of ways:

• Mystery shopping • Focus groups • Service improvement group  
• Hot topic meetings • Tenant inspectors • Tenant complaint panels 
• Tenant review panels • Customer surveys • Under-30s group

For those of you who want to get involved without leaving home – 
we have the Armchair Club.

We also have estate auditors and In Your Neighbourhood events in 
your local area open to all residents.

To register for one or more of these groups, fill in the online form at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/getinvolved or call us on 0121 569 6065. 
Training will be provided.

Councillor Paul Moore congratulating Sandra Sidwell

 Student Aksa Saleem is ‘interviewed’  by Phil Clee, VINCI Facilities

N L
E

As the Herald went to press, we’ve now completed improvements to 4,500 council homes.
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Investing in our homes and neighbourhoods

Transforming homes
Long-awaited improvements have begun in hundreds of 
non-traditional homes in Sandwell.

Hundreds of council tenants are feeling warmer in their homes 
thanks to our £3 million double-glazing scheme, which has seen 
nearly 2,000 single-glazed windows replaced since work started 
in October last year.
Contractors Lovell and VINCI Facilities are busy surveying homes to see how 
many and what types of windows are needed and are now installing up to 150 
windows a week.

This contract applies to homes not in our high-rise blocks or covered in our 
separate internal improvements programme.

Most of our council homes already have full double glazing thanks to previous 
schemes, the most recent of which saw 12,000 windows replaced in 2014.

On board for a greener future
A brilliant scheme in Sandwell is saving money, jobs, 
materials – and the planet.
Contractors working on refurbishing our council homes are sending old 
windows to Wednesbury-based F Board, which recycles the plastic to create 
scaffold boards.

Not only are the boards 100 per cent recycled plastic, they’re also non-slip, 
fire-proof, lightweight, twice the strength of wooden boards and they last 
twice as long.

These boards, which won the prestigious Best Recycled Product award at the 
National Recycling Awards 2014, are quick to erect and easy to handle.

Local residents are being employed by the company through the council’s 
Think Sandwell scheme and the scaffold boards are being used on a number 
of home refurbishments by our contractors Lovell.

What’s more, when the boards have reached the end of their life, they’re 
recycled all over again!

We had a great response to the first round of our ‘Hands-on help’ scheme.
We invited voluntary, community and not-for-profit organisations 
to apply for free labour and materials to improve their community 
buildings.
We received 30 applications which have now been assessed by us and 
experts from our contractor partners. The following schemes have 
been selected:

* Pavilions Community Centre, Smethwick 
* St John’s Church and Community Hall, Tipton 
* Wednesbury 2000 Ltd, Wednesbury
* Holy Name Parish Centre, West Bromwich
Improvements to these centres will include hall 
redecoration, refurbished toilets and roof repairs.

We’re still accepting entries for the second round. 

The closing date is Friday 11 March.
The closing date for round three 
is Friday 15 July.
For more information, go to 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/handsonhelp

Windows improve homes

Well-known examples of non-
traditional homes include pre-fab, 
steel and concrete houses. More than 
500 of these were built in Sandwell 
between 1940 and the late 1960s 
when new homes were needed 
quickly and inexpensively.
Following a successful pilot in 
Hamstead, Great Barr, we are now 
extending work to Rowley Regis, 
Tipton, Wednesbury and Yew Tree, 
West Bromwich.

We’re transforming the outside 
appearances of homes, along with 
entire streets.
Lovell, VINCI Facilities and Wates 
Living Space are carrying out the 
improvements, which include 
repairing structural problems that 
have developed over time. 
They will also install outside wall 
insulation to make homes warmer 
and more energy-efficient, reducing 
heating bills for tenants.

Tipton tenant, Norman Blewitt proudly shows off his new double-glazed windows
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Ann Jarvis 
07891 162 762

Sharon Davies
07772 895 213

Sue Crumpton 
07854 374 855

Susan Downing
07976 042 372

Steven Frear 
07814 212 572

Bill Gavan 
07813 364 277

Steve Trow 
07768 610 460

Mahboob Hussain  
07796 337 799

Carol Goult 
07773 625 573

Yvonne Davies 
07772 405 686

Dr Trevor Crumpton 
07714 116 434

Suzanne Hartwell
07814 862 104

Your Oldbury councillors

     Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 3DB

 Oldbury
LOCAL OFFICE

For more information on councillors, call 0121 569 3129 or email members_services@sandwell.gov.uk

Christ Church CofE Primary School is celebrating the launch of its newly-
refurbished Family Support Suite – SinglePoint PLUS.
A boost of nearly £500,000 from Big Lottery 
Fund’s Reaching Communities programme 
has helped the school build on its successful 
SinglePoint initiative, which has been 
running for three years.
In addition to the well-equipped hub, the 
newly-refurbished Family Support Suite 
offers formal meeting facillities. It also has a 
‘home from home’ area where the team of 
parent support advisers provide a service 
to meet the needs of families linked to the 
partner schools.
SinglePoint Hub continues to offer services 
such as baby massage, stay and play, family 
crafts, weight management, employability 
courses, nutrition classes and relaxation 
therapy sessions.

SinglePoint PLUS provides a range of 
support for more than 450 registered 
families from St Francis Xavier Catholic, 
Langley and Rood End primary schools as 
well as Christ Church.

Families can register with the service 
through the schools and other 
organisations or refer themselves, making 
the project unique in its approach to family 
support.

Subsidised family day trips are also on offer 
so families can enjoy spending quality time 
together. 

Facelift for Family Support Suite

Volunteers wanted to help 
improve Tividale Park
Tividale Park Friends’ Group is looking to recruit new members as part of a drive 
to look after and improve the beauty spot for the local community.
Set up last year, the group has 
already organised a successful 
programme of seasonal 
events including a summer 
fun day, autumn bulb 
planting and Santa’s grotto.

The next big event is a 
family day and dog show 
on Sunday 26 June with the 
Friends teaming up with 
the council’s parks team 
and non-profit making 
organisation K9 Search UK 
Limited, which runs one of 
the leading databases for 
stolen, lost and found dogs.

Chair Julie Fulwell said: 
“We’ve made a great 
start and we now want to 
hear from local residents 
about their ideas on how 
to improve the park for 
families.

“We’ve already applied 
for a Postcode Lottery 
grant for £2,000 which, if 
successful, will be used to 
create a wildflower area 
and set up nesting boxes.”

The group meets at Gurdwara 
Guru Harogobind Sahib Ji, 
Unit 1, Twydale Works, Dudley 
Road West, Tividale.

Monthly meetings are held 
on a Monday at 6.30pm.

For more details about the 
group or when the next 
meeting is, email Julie at: 
juliefulwell@btinternet.com 

Health and well-being 
scheme targets mums
A pilot scheme is targeting new mums in and around Oldbury.
The Mamma-licious programme provides an opportunity to 
meet, socialise and take part in physical activity to improve 
health and well-being.

Aimed at expectant and all mothers, the scheme offers:
• social sessions, coffee mornings and 
‘mommy meets’;

• well-being advice and a 
support network;

• a weight management 
programme; and

• fitness classes for mums, 
babies and toddlers.

The Community Activity Network 
(CAN) and Sandwell Health Weight Network 
(SHWN) have developed the programme, 
with Sandwell Leisure Trust and Mytime 
Active running the scheme.

For more information, contact Natalie 
Bellfield, physical activity development 
officer, on 0121 506 4980 or 07880 780081.

Farooq Hussain, chair of governors for Christ Church CofE Primary, and Langley schools 
cutting the ribbon to launch the new Family Support Suite

For more information call  0121 544 1393 or
email: singlepoint-oldbury@live.com

mailto:juliefulwell@btinternet.com
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Payne Street, Blackheath B65 0DH

Kerrie Carmichael 
07905 274 227

John Tipper 
07501 066 202

Susan Eaves
07794 088 247

Maria Crompton 
01384 258 609

Bob Price 
0121 559 6412

Julie Webb 
01384 638 588

Chris Tranter 
07853 969 171

Sandra Hevican 
07814 295 254

Danny Millard 
07825 706 133  

Ann Shackleton 
0121 550 1245

Barbara Price  
0121 559 6412

Lorraine Ashman 
07875 504 918

Your Rowley Regis councillors

Rowley Regis
LOCAL OFFICE

2

For more information on councillors, call 0121 569 3129 or email members_services@sandwell.gov.uk

Following an explosion last year in one of the low-rise flats in 
Oldbury Road, Rowley Regis, we have begun work to repair 
the building and convert it back to houses.

We’re converting the flats back into two, three-bedroom 
semi-detached houses as there is more need for this type of 
property in the area. Work should be finished later this spring.

Tividale tenant evicted
We evicted a council tenant from Sampson 
Close, Tividale, earlier this year following 
residents’ complaints about noise nuisance 
and a dangerous dog.

As the council and police investigated the 
reports, they discovered the tenant was 
wanted for a previous offence. The tenant 
was successfully convicted and jailed. 

The tenant is now banned from renting a 
council home in Sandwell when they are 
released from prison. 

Flats get a makeover 
in Cradley Heath
 

Improvements include new front doors, better 
lighting in corridors and handrails through 
corridors. The communal lounge has been 
redecorated and we’ve also bought new chairs.

Residents are now using the lounge much 
more and one, Kelvin James, has arranged 
activities including coffee mornings, a bingo 
evening and fish and chip supper nights.

New plans for damaged flats

We have refurbished 
the communal areas at 
Compton Grange flats for 
older people.

Arts  festival
Cradley Heath Creative is putting on a two-day arts festival at the Hollybush Pub in Newtown Lane on 16 and 17 April.

The group is looking for artists, crafts people, performers and filmmakers who want to take part.
Email Louise at 
loubee305@sky.com or call Fran on 
07952 563725 by 7 March. 
More details about the festival in our What’s On guide on page 23.

Photo courtesy of Halesowen News

Old Hill Primary School head teacher Sally Fenby with, from left, 
Morgan Vieira, Jessica Ratcliffe, Hayden Benbow and Demi Marshall

Praise for 
Old Hill school
Old Hill Primary is celebrating after coming in the top 
100 in a national table for most improved schools.
The school has received praise for improving the 
number of pupils achieving the results children are 
expected to get in their final year at primary level in 
reading, writing and maths.
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Smethwick Council House, High Street, Smethwick B66 3NT
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Dr Ann Jaron 
0121 429 9216

Linda Horton 
0121 558 8719

Darren Cooper 
07887 567 744

Preet Kaur Gill  
07891 169 501

Bob Piper 
0121 429 4276

Richard Marshall 
07814 295 188

Mohammed Rouf 
07766 421 423

Babu Singh Bawa OBE 
07815 567 280

Steve Eling 
0121 569 3045

Keith Davies 
07836 512 941

Roger Horton 
0121 558 8719

Zahoor Ahmed 
07896 850 928

Your Smethwick councillors

 Smethwick
LOCAL OFFICE
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Abbey Smethwick

DofE awards for Smethwick teens

Huge congratulations to Ali Ahmed, Abu Syddek, Afzal Ahmed, 
Kamrul Hasan and Anwar Hussain from Smethwick who have 
achieved their Duke of Edinburgh Gold Awards.

HRH Prince Philip presented them with their certificates at St 
James’ Palace in London.

The five help out at the Community Connect Foundation 
youth club and volunteer as IT buddies at Smethwick Library.

Abbey Junior 
School pupils 

try out the 
new play 

equipment

For more information on councillors, call 0121 569 3129 or email members_services@sandwell.gov.uk

The new play area replaces the old one, which some of 
you might remember was built by Anneka Rice’s Challenge 
Anneka TV show more than 20 years ago.

The park used to be owned by Birmingham City Council until 
it was handed over to Sandwell Council in 2010.

The new playground is part of a £5 million restoration of the 
park funded by the council and the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and Big Lottery Fund.

Once completed, Lightwoods House will have a café, office 
accommodation,  a gallery and room to host weddings and 
lots of other events and activities.  

We’ll have a new pond and the drinking fountains, 
bandstand and Shakespeare Gardens will be restored. 

The work should be finished in September. 

You may have noticed some new trees springing up 
along Bearwood Road towards Smethwick, following a 
campaign by local councillors.

They’re the first batch and more should eventually be planted 
on the stretch between The King’s Head and The Bear Tavern.

They may look a bit sparse at the moment but they’ll soon 
start to brighten up the area in the spring. The trees will also 
help to reduce pollution levels.

Cape Hill roadworks update
Work to improve road safety and the look 
of Cape Hill is almost finished.

We’ve installed a new crossing, cut speed limits, 
resurfaced pavements and put in new street lights 
as part of a £1 million project to reduce accidents 
and make the area look better.

We’re still making some improvements to 
landscaping, which should be finished in March.

New trees for Bearwood Road

New play area for 
Lightwoods Park
Have you checked out the new playground at 
Lightwoods Park? It’s the first of many major 
improvements we’re making to restore the park 
to its former glory. 

The

is coming
The Friends of Lightwoods Park are 

planning to bring a circus to the park 
for the first time in 40 years.

The big top is due to come to the park 
over Easter.

Details are being finalised, check out
www.lightwoodspark.wordpress.com 

for more details nearer the time.

Based on image from www.maxamcards.co.uk
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Tenants’ praise for Glyn 
Council tenants Valerie Grainger and her carer Veronica Jones have said a 
big ‘thank you’ to Tipton neighbourhood officer Glyn Parton for helping 
them with a difficult move.

Valerie said: “From the time you knew that my health and disability had got 
worse and I needed a new adaptable property, you have been amazing. 
Nothing has been too much for you and the compassion you have shown is 
beyond words. You have given me some of 
my own independence back.

“We can never thank you 
enough – you are a credit 
to your job. You have 
made our move 
less stressful than 
anyone has done 
before and you 
have always kept 
your promises.”
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High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JB

Derek Rowley 
07748 182 187

Bill Cherrington
07786 265 056

Ian Jones 
07876 131 414

Joanne Hadley 
07963 187 127

Philip Garrett 
07814 295 104

Ahmadul Haque MBE
07786 277 367

Pete Allen 
07976 958  843

Stephen Jones
07833 682 585

Syeda Khatun MBE 
07766 421 436

Your Tipton councillors

Tipton
LOCAL OFFICE

For more information on councillors, call 0121 569 3129 or email members_services@sandwell.gov.uk

Scores of local people have now had 
health checks and started physical 
activity programmes. The project is 
also encouraging whole families to get 
active and improve their health.

Resident Susan Mansell said: “I wasn’t 
aware such a service was available. 
After talking to the Sandwell Local 
Tipton team and being referred to 

Mytime Active, I have lost weight and 
feel healthier. I’ve also got my husband 
involved and he’s feeling the benefits 
too.”

For more information, call  
Sandwell Local Tipton on 
0121 569 6000 or email 
tipton_local@sandwell.gov.uk

Nominate Tipton heroes 
There’s still time to nominate people and 
groups for the Pride of Tipton Awards 2016.
RSA Academy, Sandwell Local Tipton office, Tipton Police, Asda and 
the Pride of Tipton Community Group have teamed up to recognise 
those who’ve gone the extra mile for the local community.

The deadline for nominations is 5pm on 8 April. 

For details, contact RSA Academy. Email pot@rsaacademy.org 
or call 0121 556 1351. 

New jobs scheme  
Employers were encouraged to offer job opportunities to 
local people first at an event in Princes End to promote a new 
City Deal scheme.
Led by the Accord Group, the £2.8 
million, five-year Working Together 
pilot project is targeting 2,800 
unemployed social housing tenants 
across four Black Country areas. It 
aims to get 900 into employment.

Project director Jacki Lakin said:
“It was encouraging to see a 
range of employers from Tipton 
giving us valuable feedback on 
what skills they require from 
their employees.

“The Working Together project 
demonstrates our commitment 
to working closely with 
employers to match local people 
with local jobs, developing and 
honing skills where necessary.”

More information: 
Call Dawn Bodley, Princes End 
Community Connector, on 
07977 426586.

Healthy 
project 
success
Tipton residents are 
getting healthier thanks 
to a link-up between 
Sandwell Local Tipton 
office and Mytime Active. Susan Mansell with Mytime Active’s James Wareham and 

Sandwell Local Tipton office’s David Robson and Tracey Lloyd
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Town Hall, Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF
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1 Geoff Lewis 
0121 556 4253            4 Peter Hughes 

07896 914 849 7 Pam Hughes
07772 892 315

2 Simon Hackett 
07813 989 422 5 Tony Meehan 

07971 631 364 8 Bob Lloyd 
07889 101 052

3 Joy Edis 
0121 505 6618 6 Elaine Costigan 

0121 526 2757 9 Olwen Jones 
07814 708 869

Your Wednesbury councillors

 Wednesbury
LOCAL OFFICE

For more information on councillors, call 0121 569 3129 or email members_services@sandwell.gov.uk

The centre includes a 25-metre pool, a learner pool, 
two dance studios, a 100-station fitness suite and a 
new sports hall.

Mayor Councillor Barbara Price, council leader 
Councillor Darren Cooper and deputy leader 
Councillor Steve Eling attended the centre opening.

Councillor Eling said: “This is a superb new 
development which brings such top-class 
facilities for the people of Wednesbury and the 
rest of Sandwell.”

The second part of the ceremony involved Owen 
Richards, the brother of Joel Richards who died in 
the Tunisia attacks last year. He officially unveiled 
a plaque naming the sports hall in honour of his 
brother Joel, uncle Adrian Evans – who worked for 
the council for over 30 years and managed the gas 
service team – and grandfather Patrick Evans. 

Joel's mother Suzy said: "Mom, Owen and me feel 
very honoured and proud that the council has 
named the new sports hall after Joel.

"It means a lot to me and my family to see 
everyone come along to show their support at the 
naming of the sports hall after Joel.  

"It is also a fitting tribute to my dad Pat Evans and 
brother Adrian Evans who supported Joel with all 
that he had achieved at such a young age."

The council took the decision, in consultation with 
the family, to name the sports hall in honour of Joel, 
who was deeply involved in many sporting activities 
in his home town of Wednesbury.

For more information, go to www.slt-leisure.co.uk 
or call 0300 012 0121.

New £8.1 million Wednesbury 
Leisure Centre now open

Silver lining for Jaydon’s hard work

Jaydon shows off his silver medal, with coach Chris Porter
Jaydon with councillors Paul Moore and Elaine Costigan,
and representatives from Kier Strategic Highways, 
BAM Nuttall Ltd and KTC Edibles

Owen Richards helps to open the Joel Richards Sports Hall, with 
Mayor Councillor Barbara Price and Councillor Darren Cooper 

There was success for 
Wednesbury gymnast Jaydon 
Paddock at the World Age 
Group Championships in 
Denmark.
Jaydon, aged 14, won a silver medal 
representing Britain in the tumbling  
competition.
Local people and businesses made 
donations towards his training, travel and 
competition expenses. Jaydon and his 
parents Jo and Tye would like to thank 
everyone who donated.
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Court House, High Street, West Bromwich B70 8LU
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Charlemont with Grove Vale Great Barr with Yew Tree Greets Green and Lyng
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Liam Preece
07515 354 967

John Edwards 
0121 531 5060

Joyce Underhill 
0121 358 5742

Sue Phillips
07814 296 095

Jackie Taylor 
07813 364 299

Keith Allcock 
07970 202 313

Elizabeth Giles 
07779 416 817

Gurcharan Singh Sidhu 
0121 553 3090

David Hosell 
07896 690 512

Chris Worsey 
07891 630 477

Paul Sanders 
07711 625 074

Kim Frazer 
07976 056 515

Steve Melia 
0121 502 5751

Paul Moore 
07969 138 038

Mohinder Singh Tagger 
07733 014 616

Shirley Hosell 
07891 699 992

Pat Davies 
07771 955 605

Bawa Singh Dhallu 
07891 297 574

 West Bromwich

Your West Bromwich councillors

LOCAL OFFICE

For more information on councillors, call 0121 569 3129 or email members_services@sandwell.gov.uk

Volunteers from West Bromwich 
Local History Society are researching 
what the war meant for the town, 
collecting personal reminiscences 
and photos. 

They’ll be bringing out a book – 
and are urging people who can 
contribute to get in touch.

The project – due to end in July this 
year – is supported by a bequest 
from the society’s late President, 
Stan Wilkins, who trained as an 
airframe fitter with the RAF during 
the war and served in India. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund has also 
chipped in with a £17,200 grant.

Chair Moreen Wilkes said: “Members have 
been keen to make a book about the 
impact of the war on the local area for 
some years. 
“Funding for the project will not only 
enable us to do this with professional 
support but also help us create a website 
for the society to promote the local history 
of the area to a greater audience.”
One big aspect of the project is reaching 
out to the local community and involving 
local people in events, presentations and 
workshops to share individual experiences 
and gather contributions to the research. 

The society welcomes contributions from 
people – personal family photographs and 
memorabilia, volunteering to help with 
aspects of research or taking part in events.  

A book will be published at the end of the 
project, which will also include setting up a 
website for the society.

This will feature the results of the project as 
well as broader historical materials on West 
Bromwich.

For more info call Rich Franks 
on 01543 897780 or email 
westbromlocalhistory1974@gmail.com

Twenty nine new council homes – the first to be built 
in Sandwell since 2012 – are on the way at Kent Close, 
West Bromwich.
The first seven are set to be built by Kier at the end of March – with 
the rest completed by August.
The £3.25 million development will see 13 two-bed, 10 three-bed 
and six four-bed homes available to rent from the council.

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet member for regeneration and economic investment, 
left, shows Councillor Pat Davies and Tom Watson MP around the Kent Close site

Paid for by the Community Offer, the sessions 
improve their mobility, strength and balance 
– and reduce the risk of falls.

Sixty nine-year-old widower Stan has multiple 
sclerosis and attends a weekly class which he 
says is making a difference to his balance and 

confidence as well as helping prevent him 
feeling lonely. He said: 

“The group keeps me moving and 
it gives me people to talk to – so 
it’s a winner all round.”

Exercising helps you age well
Older people in Great Barr, Yew Tree and Newton wards have 
been taking part in Agewell exercise programmes.

New council homes 
for West Brom

New self-help guide 
Whether you are 65 or 95, there are lots of 
easy things you can do to reduce your risk of 
having a fall – and so protect your health and 
independence. 

Call Agewell on 0121 796 9333 
or email info@agewelluk.org.uk for your 
FREE copy of the ‘Staying Steady, Staying 
Safe’ self-help guide for older people. 

www.agewelluk.org.uk

Stan Wilkins, 20, in 1942 at his wedding to Joan 

Geddes, 21, at Christchurch, West Bromwich

West Bromwich at war Local history enthusiasts are digging into the impact of the Second 
World War on West Bromwich – with cash help from an RAF veteran.

COMPETITION
Young people in two age groups (10-13 and 
14-18) can enter a writing competition (stories, 
poems, journalistic pieces or essays) on ‘West 
Bromwich at War’. Prizes are £150 and £100 for the 
top two entries overall, with two £75 prizes for 
the 10-13 group. Deadline is April 8. Contact Rich 
Franks, project co-ordinator, for competition rules: 
westbromlocalhistory1974@gmail.com
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Amazing adventures at residential centres
Each centre has a different focus. From art 
and music at Ingestre, to canoeing and 
rock climbing at Plas, there’s something for 
everyone. Ask your child’s school if they are 
planning a trip to any of these centres – 
they bring learning alive!

The fun isn’t just reserved for school pupils. 
Voluntary and community groups such 
as the Guides and Scouts are welcome 
and team-building events really benefit 
from the settings and range of activities. 

Camping and posh ‘glamping’ is available at 
Frank Chapman Centre, and we have self-
catering cottages for up to 12 people at two 
of our centres.

For more information, go to 
www.sandwellresid entials.co.uk or call 
Sandwell Residential Education Service 
01952 810799.

Generations of Sandwell children have enjoyed outdoor and creative arts learning adventures at our residential education centres. 

Sandwell Council runs:

•	 Edgmond Hall – a converted farm in Shropshire;

•	 Frank Chapman Centre in the Wyre Forest, 
Worcestershire;

•	 Ingestre Hall Arts Centre – an inspirational 
Staffordshire stately home; and

•	 Plas Gwynant in the magnificent mountains of 
Snowdonia.

Among schools being refurbished and becoming bigger are:
• The Priory Primary School, Wednesbury  –  210 extra places

• Yew Tree Primary School, West Bromwich – 105 extra places

• Uplands Manor Primary School, Smethwick  – 38 extra places

• Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy, Oldbury – extra new secondary places

• Sacred Heart Primary School, Tipton  – rebuilding the school on a larger site

There will also be extra spaces at other schools in Oldbury, Smethwick and Rowley 
Regis. We will keep you updated of progress in future editions of the Herald.

Investing in our

SCHOOLS
We are pledging more than 

£8.5 million to improve 
facilities for pupils at 

schools across Sandwell, as 
well as extra places to meet 

increasing demands.

FREE 
childcare places
All three and four-year-olds are 
entitled to 15 hours of free childcare 
each week, 38 weeks a year.   

There’s also free childcare for two-
year-olds if you receive benefits or 
your child has special educational 
needs (SEN).

Apply online at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/earlyyears 

Share your memories
We’d love to hear from you if you’ve been to one of our 

residential centres and have fond memories. 
Old photos would be even better. 

Email them to marketing_publicity@sandwell.gov.uk 
and we may feature them in the next Herald.

A well-deserved 
lunch stop on the

 

summit of Tryfan, nort
h Wales

Primary students explore the beach, 
rocks and rockpools

Secondary students enjoy the sunshine on their two-day canoe expedition

 
The stately home offers a 

grand backdrop for your special day. 
Go to www.ingestrehall.co.uk for details

http://www.sandwellresidentials.co.uk
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Smokers across Sandwell can take the first step 
in giving up on No Smoking Day.
With NHS support, smokers are four times more likely to successfully quit, and we have 
lots of free support available for people who live and work in Sandwell. Call us today 
on 0800 011 4656* and take the first step to becoming smoke free.

With so many different drinks and glass sizes, it's easy 
to get confused about units.
Units are a way of explaining the quantity of pure alcohol in a drink. One unit 
equals 10ml or 8g of pure alcohol, which is around the amount of alcohol the 
average adult can process in an hour.

Knowing your units will help you stay in control of your drinking and reduce the 
risk of harming your health.

Men and women are advised not to regularly drink 
more than 14 units a week. 

Spread your drinking over three days or more 
if you drink as much as 14 units a week.

This is what 14 units looks like:       

Spring into action – for a healthier you!
What are alcohol units? No Smoking Day

Too much sugar can cause tooth decay and lead to harmful fat 
on the inside that we can’t see. 
This can cause problems in the future such as:

• weight gain    • type 2 diabetes  
• heart problems    • some cancers

The problem is sugar is lurking in food and drinks, 
so you might not even know it’s there. 

Be ‘sugar smart’, and find lots of useful help and 
advice at www.change4life.com

 

Take your first step to a healthier lifestyle and getting the right support for you…
Call 0800 011 4656 or text GETHEALTHY to 64546*       

If you’re 
worried about 

your own or another 
person’s alcohol 
drinking, we’re 

here to help.

6 

pints 
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(4% beer)

6 
glasses of 

wine 
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We have various packages and activities to support your individual needs. Each 
includes a weigh-in, nutrition topic, exercise and goal-setting to keep you on target.   

 
Do you live or have a GP in Sandwell?   
Sandwell Mytime Active is offering support for adults and their families 
to get more active, eat better and keep the weight off for good.
We have various packages and activities to support your individual needs. Each includes a 
weigh-in, nutrition topic, exercise and goal-setting to keep you on target.   

Active weight management package – 
includes exercise like aerobics, circuits, Zumba

Gentle weight management package – 
includes gentle exercise like walking

Family healthy lifestyle packages – 
learn about a healthy lifestyle as a family 
with fun and games

New parents packages – 
learn about healthy eating for your growing 
family and lose weight at the same time! 

All of these packages are FREE for the first 
12 weeks, with a small charge thereafter.
Also available are FREE Weight Watchers vouchers 
(subject to eligibility) for those who would prefer 
to join a Weight Watchers group. 

Classes run throughout the week at different locations and times across Sandwell. 
Call 0800 011 4656* for more information or to book your initial assessment.

*Calls FREE from landlines. Charges may apply for calls and SMS texts from your mobile phone.
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We’ve got five markets all together – 
the indoor and outdoor ones in West 
Bromwich, and also Great Bridge, 
Oldbury and Wednesbury.

Hiring a market stall is cheaper than 
you think. Stalls on some of our 
outdoor markets start at just £5 a day.

We’ve also made big improvements to 
the entrance of the indoor market hall 
in West Bromwich.

Traders have seen an increase in takings 
and we’ve got more visitors than ever 
– and we’re looking at new digital signs 
to attract even more customers.

If you’re interested in bringing your 
business to our markets, email 
contact_markets@sandwell.gov.uk 
or call our team on 0121 553 3074.

Mayor, Councillor Barbara Price, and 
cabinet member for adult social 
care and health, Councillor Yvonne 
Davies, recently unveiled the new See 
Something Do Something campaign 
at a packed conference of people who 
work with vulnerable adults.

SSAB brings together lots of 
organisations to check and improve 
how adults at risk are protected. 

The Board also has a new team 
in place to drive forward its 
work, supported by a network of 
professionals. 

Join the board?
We’re looking for two people from the 
local community to become members. 
Contact Sue Clark on 
0845 352 7613* or email 
susan_clark@sandwell.gov.uk

Protecting adults at risk

Volunteering boost
Volunteer Centre Sandwell has secured £453,000 from the Big 
Lottery Fund to expand a scheme that provides volunteering 
opportunities for people with mental health conditions and 
physical and learning disabilities.

The cash comes from the Reaching Communities Programme and 
means the successful Hands On project can continue for another 
five years.  

Chief executive officer Jean Taylor said:

 “Our aim is to improve people’s mental well-being 
through education and training opportunities, to 
develop their skills to open up new employment and 
their wider development.”

Find out more at 
www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk 
or call 0121 544 8326

For more details about our markets and trading days, go to 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/markets 

Could your business benefit from 
a stall at one of our markets?

We have space for traders at our indoor and outdoor markets across Sandwell.

If you’re worried about 
someone at risk of 
abuse or neglect, 
please report it to 
Sandwell Assist on 
0845 352 2266*.
*Calls to this number cost 7p per minute 
plus your phone company’s access charge. 
This number will be changing to a local 0121 
number in the near future.

Sandwell Safeguarding Adults Board (SSAB) and the council’s 
neighbourhood services are leading a new campaign to protect adults.
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For more info about museum events, visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/museumevents

MARCH
Now until 23 March
10am – 5pm, Mondays – Fridays

Forgotten Pathways exhibition 
Sandwell Arts Café, Central Sixth, 
New Street, West Bromwich
Sid Turner’s photo exhibition documents 
a lost world. Ruinous stretches of railway 
track that slowly decay back into the 
forest, canals that go nowhere and the 
wondrous engineering buried beneath 
our feet. Free entry. 
www.sandwellartsfestival.com

Saturday 5 March
2.30pm

Family Theatre: A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream
Sandwell Arts Café, Central Sixth, 
New Street, West Bromwich
Join Box Tale Soup for a family-friendly 
adaptation. Shakespeare’s language is 
made accessible to a younger audience 
with beautiful handmade puppets, 
physical theatre and original music. 
Free entry.

www.sandwellartsfestival.com 

Saturday 5 – Sunday 6 March 
Spring with RSPB
RSPB Sandwell Valley, Great Barr
Join the First Signs of Spring guided 
walk on Saturday; then get up close 
to feathered friends with bird ringing 
experts on Sunday. Both events run 
from 10am to 12 noon. More fun follows 
with Easter trails running through the 
school holiday.
0121 357 7395 
alex.sharrod@rspb.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
BhamBlackCountryWarks

Saturday 19 March
11am – 1.30pm

Family Workshop: Fab Lab St 
Patrick’s
Sandwell Arts Café, Central Sixth, 
New Street, West Bromwich
Exciting new technology learning centre 
Fab Lab hosts a special St Patrick’s Day 
workshop. Suitable for children aged 4+. 
Free entry.
www.sandwellartsfestival.com

What’s On 
Your essential guide to 
events in Sandwell
To download our full 
What’s On guide, go to

www.sandwell.gov.uk/whatson

Sunday 20 March 
Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile
Dartmouth Park, Salters Lane, West 
Bromwich
1, 3 and 6 mile routes available. Suitable 
for all ages & abilities.
Adult – £7; child – £3; family (2 adults and 
2 children) – £17
Register at www.sportrelief.com 
0121 506 4980

Monday 28 March 
11am – 1pm

Easter Egg Roll 
Warley Woods, Upper 
St Mary’s Road 
entrance, Smethwick
Join a competition to roll 
your (hard-boiled) egg as 
far as you can, a painted egg 
contest and an Easter trail through the 
woods. £1 per competition.
0121 420 1061 
www.warleywoods.org.uk 
admin@warleywoods.org.uk 

Thursday 31 March
Mayor’s Big Night Out
6pm – 9.15pm
Wednesbury Town Hall, Holyhead 
Road
Garry Pease performs Rod Stewart 
favourites in his all-action tribute show. 
Supported by Soul/Motown band 
Dreamz. Raising money for the Mayor’s 
charity Acorns Hospice. £6.
0121 569 3041
mayors_parlour@sandwell.gov.uk

APRIL

Saturday 2 April
7pm (arrive at 6.30pm)

Mayor’s Gala Charity Ball
Regis Hall, 154 Reddal Hill Road, 
Cradley Heath
Raising money for the Mayor’s 
charity Acorns Hospice – a drinks 
reception, three-course meal with live 
entertainment and dancing till midnight. 
£40 per ticket; £350 for a table of 10.
0121 569 3041 
mayors_parlour@sandwell.gov.uk

Saturday 16 April (11am – late)
Sunday 17 April (11am – 5pm)

Grassroots Arts Festival
The Hollybush, 53 Newtown Lane, 
Cradley Heath
Cradley Heath Creative hosts a two-day 
arts exhibition with two stages – one 
indoor and one in the adapted horse 
trailer Oss Box. Taster workshops for all 
ages to get creative and share skills. 
Free entry.
07952 563725

Saturday 23 April
11am – 3pm 

St George’s Day Celebration
Manor House Museum, Hall Green 
Road, West Bromwich
A great day out for all the family with 
loads of fun and entertainment. 
Free entry.

0121 588 2985 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums

MAY
Tuesday 10 to Friday 13 May
7.30pm

Out of Sight...Out of Murder
By Fred Carmichael
All Saints Church, All Saints Way, 
West Bromwich
Set in an old mansion, Peter Knight is 
grinding out a murder story. A weird 
electrical storm causes his characters 
to come to life. Can Peter find the killer 
before the killer gets his author? 
£4.30; concessionary £4

0121 588 4786

JUNE
Saturday 11 June
12 noon (gates open 11am)

Let’s Rock Birmingham
Sandwell Valley Country Park

With a fabulous line-up of ‘80s artists, 
there is plenty for everyone at this family-
friendly festival. Buy tickets at 
www.letsrockbirmingham.com

Spring fun at museums
Join us for exciting spring, Easter and Bank Holiday fun for all the family at our museums – Manor House and Oak House in West Bromwich and Haden Hill House in Cradley Heath.
From children’s crafts and animal handling sessions, to a Spice Festival and medieval encampment, find out what’s on at www.sandwell.gov.uk/museumevents
On Bank Holiday Monday, 2 May, travel back in time for a 1916 village fete at Haden Hill House and a 1650s-style wedding at Oak House. Both events are free and run from 12pm to 4pm.
And if you like live music, check out the concert season at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery.
Discover the Staffordshire Hoard with stunning replicas and interactive exhibits at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery from 16 April to 2 June (2-5pm Wednesdays, Thursday, Saturdays) and also at 

Haden Hill House from 5 
June to 3 July (10am-5pm 

Thursdays and Fridays; 
2-6pm Saturdays and 
Sundays). Entry free.

We have events for all ages throughout the year in our libraries. www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries0121 569 4911

Libraryactivities




